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REPORT 

OP THE 

Department of Lands and Mines 

1948-1949 


HONOURABLE N. E'. TANNER, 
Minister of Lands and Mines, 
Edmonton. 


Sir: 


I have the honour to submit the nineteenth and last report 
of the Department of Lands and Mines for the fiscal year 
ending March 31st, 1949. 

Much of the work during the past year has been concerned 
with the breaking down of the work in line with the legislation 
passed on March 31st,. 1948, being Chapters 2 and 3 of the 
Statutes of Alberta, whereby the Department of Lands and 
Forests and the Department of Mines and Minerals were created. 
This did not affect those branches which were being included 
in their entirety in either of the new departments, but it did 
affect considerably those branches like the Accounts, Registra¬ 
tion and Technical, which are service branches for the Depart¬ 
ment in general. In these cases, records and staff had to be 
separated in readiness for the contemplated split. The transfer 
of the Special Areas to the Department of Municipal Affairs 
created further additional work. Therefore, it became necessary 
to rewrite all the Acts transferring the responsibilities to the 
new Departments. 

From the standpoint of revenue the past year has been 
exceptional, gross receipts amounted to $24,491,345.78, more 
than three times the amount collected in the previous year which 
amounted to $7,752,823.80, and roughly four times the amount 
of $6,196,130.56 collected in 1946-47. Net revenue increased in 
nearly all phases of the work but none as phenomenally as 
petroleum and natural gas. Net revenue amounted to $17,360,- 
429.11, an increase over the previous year of $12,309,691.72, and 
petroleum and natural gas provided roughly eleven million of 
this increase. The surplus on income account amounted to 
$15,775,044.95. 

The reports of the individual branches will give in detail 
the work performed during the year. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

J. HARVIE', 

Deputy Minister. 


January 17th, 1950. 
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Provincial and School Lands Administration 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF LANDS, V. A. WOOD 

Two Acts, to create a Department of Lands and Forests and 
a Department of Mines and Minerals, were assented to on March 
31, 1948. Therefore, the Department of Lands and Mines, created 
when the natural resources were transferred from the Dominion 
of Canada to the Province of Alberta on October 30th, 1930, is 
being split into two Departments. The new Departments will 
come into force April 1st, 1949, with Honourable N. E. Tanner, 
as Minister for both Departments, John Harvie as Deputy 
Minister of Lands and Forests and I. N. McKinnon as Deputy 
Minister of Mines and Minerals. 

C The Provincial Lands Aet was repealed as of March 31st, 
1949, and as a consequence all regulations established by Order 
' in Council under the Provincial Lands Act are also repealed. 

, The Public Lands Act, assented to March 29th, 1949, re- 
places The Provincial Lands Act. This Act applies generally to 
I lands vested in the Crown in the right of the Province and 
| includes regulations governing Homestead Leases, Cultivation 
! Leases and Grazing Leases. Extracts of The Public Lands Act 
; pertaining to these regulations will be published in booklet form 
for distribution to the public. New regulations governing the 
issue of Grazing Permits, Hay Permits, Accrued Area Leases, 
etc., will be established by order in council under The Public 
Lands Act. 

An important transaction during the year was the transfer 
by Order in Council to the Department of Municipal Affairs of 
all duties, powers and functions hitherto assigned to and perform¬ 
ed by this Department under the provisions of The Special Areas 
Act. In accordance with this Order in Council, 1,646 Grazing 
Leases and 6 reserves, comprising 2,558,282 acres; 1,172 Cultiva¬ 
tion Leases, comprising 305,163.18 acres and 13 sales comprising 
2,075.62 acres, approximately, have been transferred to the De¬ 
partment of Municipal Affairs for administration purposes. 

Another important transaction was the transfer by Order 
in Council of the authority vested in the Minister of Public Works 
with regard to the leasing of road allowances in the southern 
section of the province to the Minister of Lands and Mines. In 
accordance with this Order in Council, 342 leases have been 
transferred from the Department of Public Works to this De¬ 
partment for administration purposes. 

, Thirty veterans commenced farming in the spring of 1948 
[ in Block 1, Township 79, Ranges 2 and 3, West of the 6th Meri- 
} dian, in the Wanham area on lands cleared and broken by con- 
I tract under the Government Gearing and Breaking Project. 
I Due to drought the majority of the veterans on the project 
experienced a crop failure. 
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In cases where veterans settling under the Government» 
Clearing and Breaking Project were unable to finance the cost | 
of seed, the Department of Agriculture made arrangements with i 
them, to advance seed grain, repayable on the basis of a one-sixth I 
crop share. According to the arrangement this Department is! 
responsible for the collection of the one-sixth share of the crop, 
in addition to the one-third share of the crop required under 
the terms of the lease. , 

During the year an additional 16 veterans were settled on j 
land cleared and broken in Block 2, Township 78, Ranges 2 and 3, 
west of the 6th Meridian. 

On May 15th the Government entered into an agreement 
with Nick Johnson and Edward Johnson to clear, break and 
prepare for seed 960 acres in Township 79, Range 1, West of the 
6th Meridian and on October 26th completed an agreement with 
K. Waters to clear, break and prepare for seed 6,720 acres in 
Townships 79 and 80, Range 2, West of the 6th Meridian. 

The other contractors, Lassiter’s Limited, Mix Brothers and I 
Peter Simonsen, continued clearing and breaking operations 
during the fiscal year. Lassiter’s Limited practically completed 
clearing and piling on the lands in Block 2, Townships 77 and 78, 
Ranges 1, 2 and 3, West 6th Meridian and expect to break and 
prepare the land for crop during the coming summer months. 
Mix Brothers and P. Simonsen also completed most of the 
clearing and piling on the land contained in their contracts. 

World wheat requirements for the first time since the war j 
have been brought into reasonable balance with production. The j 
increased production of wheat and rye has eliminated bread 
rationing in some countries. 

On April 1, 1948, the Canadian Wheat Board fixed the 
price of wheat at $1.55 per bushel for No. 1 Northern at Fort 
William and Vancouver and under the five-year wheat contract 
western farmers are assured of receiving not less than $1.55 
per bushel for No. 1 Northern Wheat up to July 31st, 1950. 
The price of $1.55 per bushel is retroactive to wheat delivered 
to elevators for the years 1945 to April 1st, 1948. 

Wheat seeding in Alberta was practically completed by 1 
June 20th and harvesting by November 20th. Crops were general- 1 
ly light, due to drought. Frost caused slight damage, especially \ 
in the Peace River area, during the last week of August. 

The Canadian Wheat Board announced that effective August ' 
31st the delivery quota on wheat, oats and barley would be ten/ 
bushels per seeded acre, except at certain specific points. How-! 
ever, all quotas were removed in Alberta on November 26th. ' 

Oats, barley and flax were sold on the open market, the 
average price for oats being approximately 55c per bushel, 
barley 65c per bushel and flax $4.00. 

In addition to crop share payments received on crop-share j 
leases the following payments were received by the Department \ 
as landlord on crop shares delivered prior to 1948. 
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The Calgary Agency, in operation since the transfer of 
the resources in 1930, was officially closed on March 23rd. In 
its place an office of information has been opened with A. H. 
Norden in charge. The Peace River Agency was continued and 
Sub-Agencies were maintained at Athabasca, Bonnyville, Grande 
Prairie, Hines Creek, Lac La Biche and Rocky Mountain House. 

The inspection work was carried out by seven permanent 
inspectors and during the summer months five agricultural 
students from the University of Alberta were temporarily em¬ 
ployed. 

In addition to their ordinary inspections the permanent 
inspectors conducted a number of auction sales of land during 
the winter and early spring. This arrangement proved very 
satisfactory. 


The following is a summary of field inspections: 
SOIL SURVEY 

Requests outstanding on April 1, 1948 . 

Requests called during fiscal year 

Requests outstanding at March 31, 1949 . 

GENERAL, GRAZING AND SCHOOL LAND 

Requests outstanding at April 1, 1948 . 

Requests called during fiscal year 

Reports received during fiscal year . 


A large number of inspections outstanding accumulated 
during the winter and spring months, when the inspectors were 
not in the field. 


Collections 

The Inspector of Collections was in the field from May 7th 
to December 18th when weather conditions prevented further 
travel. Later in the winter two weeks were spent assisting at 
auction sales of land. 

Approximately five hundred and fifty calls were made 
and the sum of $19,000.00 cash in past due accounts was collected. 
Quite a percentage of this amount was the result of investigating 
cases where the lessees reported harvesting slightly under five 
bushels per acre. 

In addition to collections the inspector reported on over one 
hundred applications for renewal of cultivation and grazing 


Orders In Council 

The following orders in council affecting land administra¬ 
tion were passed during the fiscal year: 
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O.C. 459/48, dated April 24, 1948. 

Agriculture Lease regulations were amended and consoli¬ 
dated and Homestead Lease regulations were established. 

Under the Homestead Lease regulations a crop share is only- 
payable on the crops grown on the areas set forth in the 
cultivation schedule of the regulations, rather than on the total 
area cultivated, as was formerly required in the Agricultural 
Lease regulations. A homestead lessee performing the residence 
duties by residing on land in the vicinity is required to do more 
cultivation duties during the first nine years of the lease than 
is required where residence duties are performed on the lease¬ 
hold. The lessee may now purchase, after the lease has been in 
force for five years and is in good standing, at the rate of 
$100.00 for the first quarter section and $1.25 per acre for each 
additional acre. 

The advantages contained in the new Homestead Lease 
regulations are extended to agricultural lessees. 

O.C. 463/48, dated April 26, 1948. 

This order in council replaces O.C. 1171/45 and restricts the 
acceptance of applications for Cultivation and Grazing Leases 
and Homestead Leases to certified veterans, and to persons who 
are residing and have been in continuous residence in the Prov¬ 
ince of Alberta for a period of two years prior to the date of 
making application. Under O.C. 1171/45 the residence require¬ 
ments applied to all types of leases. 

O.C. 550/48, dated May 12, 1948. 

All duties, powers and functions in connection with the 
Special Areas to be transferred to the Department of Municipal 
Affairs, dating on, from and after June 1st, 1948. 

O.C. 780/48, dated July 8th, 1949. 

Grazing Lease rentals were fixed at 10% of the forage value 
for all lands leased outside of the area known as the Special 
Areas and 8% of the forage value for all lands within the 
Special Areas. 

O.C. 118/49, dated January 31st, 1949. 

The authority vested in the Minister of Public Works with 
regard to the leasing of road allowances in the southern part of 
the province, transferred to and vested in the Minister of Lands 
and Mines. This authorizes the Minister of Lands and Mines to 
lease any unused road allowance in that part of the province 
which includes and lies south of Improvement District No. 50, 
Municipal Districts Nos. 49, 48, and 47, and Special Areas 
Nos. 2 and 3. 

The following is a summary of other business transacted: 
ACCRUED AREA LEASES 
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HOMESTEAD LEASES—VETERAN 

Leases in force at April 1, 1948 . 1,356 355,452.68 

Leases issued during fiscal year . 202 54,037.08 

Leases cancelled during fiscal year . 85 21,147.09 

Leases in force at March 31, 1949 . 1,473 388,342.67 

LICENSES OF OCCUPATION 

Licenses in force April 1, 1948 . 152 3,466.87 

Licenses issued during fiscal year . 17 369.90 

Licenses in force at March 31, 1949 . 164 3,808.43 

MISCELLANEOUS LEASES 

Leases in force at April 1, 1948 . 162 10,589.97 

Leases issued during fiscal year . 22 1,263.92 

Leases cancelled during fiscal year . 11 1,213.21 

Leases in force at March 31, 1949 . 173 10,640.68 

TOWNSITE LEASES 

Leases in force at April 1, 1948 . 8 . 

Leases cancelled during fiscal year . 0 . 

Leases in force at March 31, 1949 . 8 . 

MINERAL SURFACE LEASES 

Leases in force at April 1, 1948 . 14 17,820.91 

Leases cancelled during fiscal year . 1 193.50 

Leases in force at March 31* 1949 . 13 17,627.41 

FUR FARM LEASES 

Leases in force at April 1, 1948 . 11 1,578.90 

Leases issued during fiscal year . 0 . 

Leases cancelled during fiscal year . 1 23 5.00 

Leases in force at March 31, 1949 . 10 1,343.90 

CULTIVATION AND GRAZING LEASES 

Leases in force at April 1, 1948 . 434 78,490.38 

Leases issued during fiscal year . 137 25,316.51 

Leases cancelled during fiscal year . 57 11,966.02 

Leases in force at March 31, 1949 . 514 91,840.87 

CULTIVATION AND GRAZING LEASES — 21 year 

Leases in force at April 1, 1948 . 7 2,070.93 

Leases issued during fiscal year . 0 . 

Leases cancelled during fiscal year . 0 . 

Leases in force at March 31, 1949 . 7 2,070.93 

CULTIVATION AND GRAZING LEASES—6 years—Special Areas 

Leases in force at April 1, 1948 . 830 218,702.92 

Leases issued April 1 to May 31, 1948 . 1 160.00 

Leases cancelled April 1 to May 31, 1948 . 30 8,087.01 

Leases in force when transferred to Department 

of Municipal Affairs, June 1, 1948 . 801 210,775.91 

CULTIVATION AND GRAZING LEASES—20 years—Special Areas 

Leases in force at April 1, 1948 . 265 70,956.05 

Leases issued April 1 to May 31, 1948 . 34 9,227.44 

Leases cancelled April 1 to May 31, 1948 . 11 8,553.20 

Leases in force when transferred to Department 

of Municipal Affairs, June 1, 1948 . 288 76,630.29 

IRRIGATION LEASES—Special Areas 

Leases in force at April 1, 1948 . 4 628.00 

Leases issued April 1 to May 31, 1948 . 0 . 

Leases cancelled April 1 to May 31, 1948 . 0 . 

Leases in force when transferred to Department 

of Municipal Affairs, June 1, 1948. 4 628.00 

PROVINCIAL LANDS SALES 

Sales in force at April 1, 1948 . 215 13,536.07 

Sales granted during fiscal year . 174 7,031.14 

Sales cancelled during fiscal year . 5 530.10 

Sales patented during fiscal year . 130 3,399.45 

Sales in force at March 31, 1949 . 254 16,637.66 

RIGHTS OF ENTRY 

Rights of entry in force at April 1, 1948 . 76 . 

Applications received . 45 . 

Rights of entry cancelled . 12 . 

Rights of entry granted . 21 . 

Rights of entry in force at March 31, 1949 . 85 . 

CANCELLATIONS 

Homestead and Soldier Grants . 61 . 
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NOTIFICATIONS FOR TITLE—(Homestead) 



Grazing 

The average price of all grades of cattle sold on the Calgary 
market from July 1st to December 31, 1948, inclusive, was 
16.57c per pound as compared with 10.94c per pound for the 
same period in 1947. Consequently the grazing rental and tax 
rate for the 1949 season for Grazing Leases and Grazing Permits 
were increased over the 1948 rental and tax rate as follows: 



There were fifteen Departmental Grazing Reserves and 
Community Pastures in operation and six Community Pastures 
in process of formation at the commencement of the fiscal year. 
The Blackfoot Provincial Grazing Reserve was cancelled and a 
grazing reserve under long term lease issued to the Blackfoot 
Stock Association. 

During file year the department completed the formation 
of the Nemiscam Reserve, the Drowning Ford Reserve, the 
Cherry Grove Reserve and the Blackfoot Reserve. These are 
operated by grazing associations and are issued under long term 
Grazing Leases. During the year, work was commenced on the 
formation of the Comrey Reserve situated in Townships 3 and 4, 
Range 2 and Townships 3, 4 and 5, Range 3, all West of the 4th 
Meridian. The Poll Haven Reserve and Wainwright Reserve 
are still in process of formation. 

The following is a summary of the Grazing Reserves and 
Community Pastures: 

Departmental Reserves (Permanent Caretakers) 

Vauxhall Provincial Grazing Reserve 

Area, 165,500 acres. Eighty miles of fencing on Reserve. 
Additional help was employed during the year for range riding, 
and building and repairing fences. Permits issued for grazing, 
90, covering 3,245 cattle, 16 horses and 1,483 sheep. 

Twin River Provincial Grazing Reserve 

Area 20,500 acres. Twenty-four miles of fencing. Permits 
issued, 55, covering 1,331 cattle and 12 horses. The Department 
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built a two-room house for the caretaker so that he would have 
a residence on the Reserve during the grazing months. At a 
later date a stable was built to accommodate his horses. This 
arrangement gives much better service to the patrons as the 
caretaker is present on the Reserve during the entire grazing 


Reserves Handled, by Association (Association is responsible for 
upkeep and for care of stock) 

Tulliby Lake Provincial Grazing Reserve: 

22,000 acres. One permit issued, covering 250 cattle. 
GRAZING RESERVES UNDER LONG TERM LEASE BY ASSOCIATION 



All Special Areas leases and reserves transferred to Depart¬ 
ment of Municipal Affairs by authority of Order in Council 
No. 550/48 dated May 12, 1948, effective June 1, 1948. 

Details pertaining to the revenue in connection with the 
administration of Provincial Lands may be found in the report 
of the Accounting Division of this Department. 

Note: The term “Leases Cancelled during the fiscal year,” 
includes leases which expired. 


School Lands 

During the fiscal year a number of auction sales of land 
were held throughout the Province arid as a result 230 new 
School Land Sales with a total purchase price of $378,285.6& 
were opened. This is the largest sale of School Lands in any 
year since the transfer of the resources to the Province of 
Alberta in 1930. The purchasers were required to pay a minimum 
of 20% of the purchase price at the time of the sale and the 
balance in nine equal instalments with interest at rates pre¬ 
scribed by The Public Lands Act. 
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Due to high prices for grain and livestock, collections have 
been very good and during the year 137 School Land Sales 
were patented. 


The total revenue received on School Land Sales amounted 
to $191,320.24, made up as follows: 


Principal 


.$174,624.67 
.. 16,696.57 


The following is a summary of other School Land business 
transacted: 


LICENSES OF OCCUPATION 


Licenses in force at March 31, 1949 . 

CULTIVATION AND GRAZING LEASES—6 and 10 years 

Leases in force at April 1, 1948 . 

Leases issued during fiscal year . 

Leases cancelled during fiscal year . 

Leases in force at March 81, 1949 . 

CULTIVATION AND GAZING LEASES—6 years—Special 

Leases in force at April 1, 1948. 

Leases issued April 1 to May 31, 1948 . 


16,946.91 

i0,*713.*47 


GRAZING PERMITS issued . 

CULTIVATION PERMITS issued . 

HAY PERMITS issued . 

ASSIGNMENTS REGISTERED (Leases, 


Statement of revenue pertaining to School Lands may be 
found in the report of the Accounting Division. 
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Forestry 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF FORESTRY, 

E. S. HUESTIS 

The year 1948-49 was probably unique in the history of 
forest fire protection in the province of Alberta. From the break¬ 
up and the disappearance of snow there was a continued spell 
of very cold damp weather or continued rains; floods were the 
order of the day from one end of the province to the other, and 
there was no spring fire hazard which is usually so prevalent in 
the Northern Alberta Forest District. 

The springtime has always been considered as the period 
of hazard for the Northern Alberta Forest District, and the late 
summer and fall the period of greatest hazard for the forest 
reserves along the eastern slopes of the Rocky Mountains. In 
this year, the hazard for both was in the fall, and for the entire 
administration there were several months of rather trying hot 
dry weather, with increasing fire hazard each week. It was for¬ 
tunate that the number of fires and the loss of timber was not 
great compared with many other years. 

During the year we had the pleasure of hearing a report 
from Mr. Robson Black, General Manager of the Canadian 
Forestry Association, after his visit to the Scandinavian coun¬ 
tries, particularly Sweden. He told us that as a rule forest fires 
are unknown and unexpected in Sweden. The people are taught 
from childhood that the country depends largely upon its forest 
wealth, and as a result they are educated to a care with fire in 
the forest far beyond anything that we have yet dreamed of in 
this country. It is about time that we took stock of this natural 
resource and educated our children as those in Sweden have 
been educated so that when they grow up we will not have the 
carelessness with fires in forested areas that has existed in this 
province for a great many years. It seems that we are unable 
to realize that we are gradually depleting a resource which sup¬ 
plies employment to hundreds of people and is the main source 
of their income and livelihood. 

In the report for the year 1947-48, mention was made of 
the possibility of being able to proceed with the forest inventory 
of the province; to get a complete picture of our forest resources 
in order to make plans for the future, to estimate the amount 
of timber which could be cut each year without depleting our 
stocks; and also to assist the timber industry in the location of 
their timber stands and the planning of their operations on a 
long-term scale. Negotiations had been going on with the Do¬ 
minion Government since December of 1946 and they had pro¬ 
posed to the various provinces throughout Canada that they were 
prepared to bear half the cost of aerial photography and the 
setting up of a forest inventory in each province at a scale of 
one inch to one mile. Early in the spring of 1949, the Dominion 
found themselves in the position of having to abandon this pro¬ 
posal due to the fact that only two of the nine provinces were 
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prepared to make an agreement with them, namely, Manitoba 
and Alberta. 

Having failed to come to an agreement with the Dominion 
Government, it was then necessary that we search for ways and 
means of obtaining our forest inventory through the employ¬ 
ment of a commercial company for the photography, and either 
have this company do our base mapping and inventory or carry 
it out by the setting up of our own organization. Contact was 
made with the two principal companies in Canada who were in 
a position to do this work, namely, Photographic Survey Cor¬ 
poration Limited of Toronto, and Aero Surveys of Vancouver. 
By the end of the fiscal year negotiations had advanced to the 
stage that some idea was obtained of the cost to the province 
of carrying out the work, but nothing final was concluded by 
March 31st. 

At about the same time it was decided by the Minister 
of Lands and Mines that an outside expert in forestry should be 
employed as a one-man commission to investigate the forestry 
set-up in Alberta, our methods of disposing of timber, and to 
assist us in finding the best methods of disposing of timber, and 
to assist us in finding the best method of preparing a forest 
inventory. The man selected, Wallace A. Delahey of- Toronto, 
had had a great deal of experience in the pulp and paper in¬ 
dustry in the province of Ontario, and as we were negotiating 
with two proposed pulp and paper companies at that time to set 
up an industry in the province, it was felt that Mr. Delahey 
could give a great deal of very sound advice in our negotiations 
with these companies. Mr. Delahey was able to make a short 
trip of investigation prior to the end of the fiscal year and his 
work will continue throughout 1949 and on into 1950. He is to 
be employed for a period of one year. 

In the year 1947-48 Alberta reached the highest production 
of timber and other products in its history. The amount of lumber 
produced in this year was 390 million feet board measure. In 
the year under review the production did not reach the total 
of 1947-48, but was not far behind it, the amount of lumber 
being produced being better than 366 million feet board measure. 

With a yearly production as high as the past two years 
and with a steady swing away from the large mill to the portable 
mill, it is becoming more and more evident that the waste in 
connection with logging and lumbering operations is one that 
will have to be tackled in the very near future. At the present 
time, with machinery of any kind difficult to obtain and a short¬ 
age of steel in the world market, it would be difficult to have a 
changeover from the present wasteful mills to a better type of 
mill. However, it is planned to make surveys of this waste and 
the Dominion Government Forest Products Laboratory has 
promised to assist us in this investigation. 

The forest fire prevention campaign of the Forest Service 
was well carried out in the spring of 1948, but due to the extend¬ 
ed wet period was not as necessary as would have been the case 
had we had a high fire hazard. Our thanks are due, however, to 
the radio and the press, who carried on a forest fire prevention 
campaign periodically throughout the summer and intensified 
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it in the late summer and fall when the fire hazard continued to 
increase very rapidly. At that time another fire prevention cam¬ 
paign was inaugurated by the Forest Service, and with the 
voluntary publicity campaign, particularly by the radio, proved 
very satisfactory in warning the general public in regard to the 
handling of fire in the timbered areas. 

Our thanks are due to the Canadian Forestry Association 
for their very fine publicity campaign on behalf of forest pro¬ 
tection, both through their tree planting car which has travelled 
through the province of Alberta on many occasions, and by their 
lecture tours. Two of these lecture tours were conducted during 
1948, one being centralized during the month of August in the 
Jasper, Banff, Waterton Lakes area and the forest area immedi¬ 
ately adjacent. The second tour took in the middle north part 
of the province, starting about the middle of August and running 
on through to early in October. Many points along the fringe of 
settlement and in forested areas were visited by representatives 
of the Canadian Forestry Association, travelling by truck and 
showing moving pictures and giving lectures. The advance pub¬ 
licity in connection with these tours was handled by the Alberta 
Forest Service and one or more of our forest rangers was in 
attendance at most of the meetings held. This gave the oppor¬ 
tunity for closer contact between our forest ranger staff and the 
general public in those areas where fire is a constant menace 
during the fire season. The Association reported very fine 
attendance at most of their meetings. 

The annual meetings of forest rangers, which have now 
become standard practice each year, were held during the month 
of January. The rangers, with their superintendents and assis¬ 
tants from all forest reserves along the eastern slope of the 
Rocky Mountains, met in Red Deer on January 11th, 12th and 
13th, 1949, and went through an intensive program reviewing 
their past year’s work and organizing and talking over next 
year’s activities. Instructions were given in all phases of both 
office work and field activities, and all those in attendance re¬ 
turned to their headquarters better qualified and with a desire 
to do a bigger and better job. 

A similar meeting was held in Edmonton on January 25th, 
26th and 27th, 1949, of all those rangers in the Northern Alberta 
Forest District, together with their chief rangers and timber 
inspectors. The program at this meeting was similar to that of 
the Red Deer meeting, except that more emphasis was placed on 
fire detection and suppression and less on new construction and 
maintenance of improvements. The number of improvement 
projects in the Northern Alberta Forest District is still limited 
by the small appropriation allotted for this work. 

These ranger meetings, or as we call them, ranger schools, 
are very necessary at this time with the continual and rapid 
turnover of forestry personnel. During the war it was difficult 
to obtain qualified personnel suited to the life of a forest ranger. 
Following the war, employment was high, wages were high, and 
the turnover continued at too rapid a rate. It takes time to 
train a forest ranger in his duties, and with new men continually 
coming into the service, we cannot expect to get the best from 
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them in. their first year with us. It takes years of experience to 
know how to fight a forest fire to the best advantage. 

It is still evident that the salaries being offered for the 
positions of assistant ranger and forest ranger are too low 
compared with what is offered in the commercial field. With the 
interest in oil and the opening up of the north and the finding 
of more of our natural resources and their development, it will 
continue to be difficult to obtain the best men for this very 
important task of protection of our forest wealth. The men whom 
we have are doing a good job, and if they remain with us will 
develop into good rangers. 

It is felt that the one single factor that can do more towards 
the preservation of our forest resources in this province is the 
education of the people who travel and live in our forests to be 
careful with fire at all times. We need the forests in the building 
of a province which, it is predicted, will, in a very few years, 
be one of the most important provinces in the whole of the 
Dominion of Canada. 


FIRE SUPPRESSION 

During the fire season of 1948 a total of 184 fires were dealt 
with as shown below in classes: 

31 Class “A” or small fires (less than % of an acre). 

47 Class “B” Fires (over 14 acres up to 10 acres). 

68 Class “C” Fires (over 10 acres up to 500 acres). 

38 Class “D” Fires (over 500 acres). 



RAILWAY FIRE LOSSES, CALENDAR YEAR 1948 
This statement deals only with fires burning on forested 
territory under the supervision of the Alberta Forest Service, 
and which started within 300 ft. of the centre line of the railway 
right-of-way. 

CAUSES AND NUMBER OF FIRES: 

Railway causes—Locomotives . 24 
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NUMBER OF ACRES BURNED 


Slashing 

Timber 

Not Fo 


Young Growth 
Forest Products 
Other Property 
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ANNUAL SUMMARY OF FOREST FIRE LOSSES—CALENDAR YEAR 1948 
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SUMMARY SHOWING TOTAL NUMBER OF FIRES AND BURNT 
OVER AREAS FROM 1939 to 1948 INCLUSIVE 



TIMBER CUT UNDER PERMIT, ALBERTA FOREST RESERVES, 
FISCAL YEAR 1948-49 
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SPECIAL TIMBER PERMITS 



SETTLERS’ TIMBER PERMITS 
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IMPROVEMENTS—STATEMENT OF MAN-DAYS WORKED 
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TREE DISTRIBUTION 


The follow 


Transplants: 

WHITE SPRUCE (Picea glauca) 
SITKA SPRUCE (Picea sitchensb 
LODGEPOLE PINE (Pinus muri 
SCOTCH PINE (Pinus sylvestris 
RED PINE (Pinus resinosa) 
WHITE PINE (Pinus strobus) . 
DOUGLAS FIR (Pseudotsuga mu 
AMERICAN ELM (Ulmus ameri< 
RED OAK (Quercus rubra) 

BUR OAK (Quercus macrocarps 

Cuttings : 

LAUREL LEAF WILLOW (Salix 
GOLDEN WILLOW (Salix vitell 
NORTHWEST POPLAR (Poplus 

Ornamental Species: 

KOSTER BLUE SPRUCE (P'icea 

BIRCH (Betula papyrifera) . 

MOUNTAIN ASH (Sorbus amer 
COTONEASTER (Acutifolia) . 


Seedlings: 

WHITE SPRUCE (Picea gla 
ENGELMANN SPRUCE (Pic! 
LODGEPOLE PINE (Pinus : 


REPORT OF RADIO SUPERINTENDENT, A. EARNSHAW 

In reviewing the operations of the Radio Division for the 
fiscal year 1948-1949 the most outstanding item appears to be 
the increased length of the lookout season. This is due, in part, 
to the continuation of the earlier opening date, started last 
year, and also to the lateness of permanent snow in the fall. 
The work of opening the towers was commenced April 1st, and 
the last tower was closed in the latter part of November. It is 
redundant to state that difficulties were encountered in some of 
the earlier trips to tower sites, where deep snow conditions were 
in existence. In some cases, the mileage covered in a day mounted 
to less than an hour’s travel under ordinary conditions. Great 
credit is due to all personnel concerned in overcoming these 
difficulties and proceeding with placing the towers in operation 
in advance of the fire danger period. Such action has proved to 
be of great value during the spring hazard periods. 

Slightly more than the usual turnover in tower personnel 
was experienced this year, and labor conditions are still such 
that it is difficult to secure suitable men for lookout tower 
operations. With a few exceptions, the new men placed on 
towers this year did excellent work. 

A request from the Department of Public Health, Nursing 
Division, for communication facilities in outlying areas was met 
by supplying several of their nurses with portable radiophone 
equipment which had been # withdrawn from use in the Forest 
Service due to its age and‘condition. These units, permanently 
installed in the nurses’ residences, have proven to be a great 
help in the administration of this important public service. 
Several instances could be cited in which the always ready com¬ 
munication facilities at outlying points were instrumental in 
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saving life or contributing to the health and well-being of sick 
and injured persons. During periods of complete isolation, in¬ 
sofar as regular means of travel are concerned, the health nurses 
have still been able to request aid or information, and by so doing 
have increased tremendously their usefulness to the public 
they serve. 

During the year, the Radio Division found itself responsible 
for several items of work outside the usual requirements of 
maintenance. The Forestry Branch secured several new vehicles, 
both cars and light delivery trucks, necessitating the reinstalla¬ 
tion of mobile radio equipment in all new vehicles. In all, five 
car and eight truck installations were completed during the year. 
The truck installations were made in a new way by utilizing a 
space made available by removing the rear window of the cab 
and installing a metal box to hold the equipment behind the 
window opening. Electrically and mechanically, this installation 
was found to be superior to previous ones, and in addition offered 
a measure of protection to the equipment. 

Several hundreds of miles were flown by the writer on 
several reconnaissances of lookout sites in the Grande Prairie 
division and three sites were chosen for future ground examina¬ 
tion, and later, if suitable, tower installation. This method of 
initially locating a tower site has proved its value several times, 
both in the saving of time in the inital survey, the reduction of 
time required for later ground surveys, and also the ease with 
which the coverage from the proposed site can be determined. 

At the request of the Eastern Rockies Forest Conservation 
Board, a survey was conducted in and through the Eastern 
Rockies Forests Area to determine whether F.M. V.H.F. radio 
could be used to replace the bush telephone communication 
system at present in use. Some equipment was purchased and 
some already in use in other parts of the province was used in 
connection with this survey. Consolidation of the information 
obtained showed that a satisfactory communication system could 
be set up in this area despite its mountainous character, and 
specific recommendations in this connection were made to the 
board. Upon completion of this survey, a similar series of tests 
were made in the Banff National Park area at the request of 
the Park Superintendent. Again, the results of these tests ex¬ 
ceeded expectations and a report and recommendation covering 
a complete communication system were submitted to the Park 
Superintendent. 

Several new items of equipment were purchased and in¬ 
stalled this year. A new five-channel Wilcox transmitter, capable 
of simultaneous dual channel operation was installed in the Ed¬ 
monton radio station. Authority was received from the Depart¬ 
ment of Transport to increase the output of this station from 
one hundred to two hundred watts. From reports received, the 
new installation and increased power has improved reception 
at outside points considerably. 

Seven war-surplus Wilcox receivers were purchased and 
converted for use on our main traffic frequency to provide con¬ 
tinuous monitor service on both this frequency and the applicable 
zone frequencies at the headquarters stations. This allows one 
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or all stations to be called on the same frequency simultaneously 
and has resulted in a more rapid and efficient service. 

The rapid growth of the residential section in the area 
around the present station has made it unsuitable for further 
use as a receiver site due to the many electrical appliances in use 
in the homes. It was therefore found necessary to choose a site 
to permit the receivers to be remoted to an area of low noise 
level. Several sites were monitored by means of a portable station, 
installed in a light delivery, and a satisfactory site was located. 
A survey of the necessary equipment, telephone lines and power 
lines will be carried out in order that the installation may be 
completed as quickly as possible. 

The locating of the operating room in the administration 
building, the remoting of the receivers and dual channel opera¬ 
tion of the Wilcox transmitter will allow for a more efficient 
operation of the radio network and should more than double its 
traffic handling capacity. 

During the year, several submissions were made to the De¬ 
partment regarding the use of aircraft in connection with fire 
detection and fire suppression. It was pointed out that a Provin¬ 
cial Air Service as such may be used and could be used to advan¬ 
tage in the general business of government administration as 
practically every government department has use for such a 
service. A great deal of the writer’s own time was used in the 
gathering of information and the preparing of these submissions. 

The fire danger meter which has been prepared by members 
of the staff of this division under the supervision of the writer 
was put into use during the fire season on a check basis, to 
determine whether sufficient data had been available to ensure 
a reasonable accuracy in making fire hazard estimates. At the 
end of the fire season curves were plotted which included (a) the 
fire hazard as determined by forestry personnel, (b) the fire 
hazard as computed by the meter and (c) the actual fire occur- 
rance. An additional curve was drawn showing the fire danger 
as estimated by the Wright Tables as compiled by the Dominion 
Forest Service. 

This analysis will be continued for the next two or three 
years and if necessary correction factors for unusual conditions 
will be worked out. As yet it is too early to say what degree of 
accuracy the fire danger meter may be expected to show, but the 
results over the period under review were very satisfactory. It 
is unfortunate that weather records for the areas under test 
are not available prior to the inception of the communication 
services in 1938. 
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A SUMMARY OF THE YEAR’S OPERATIONS, 1948-49 


LOOKOUT STATIONS—60 Watt and 100 Watt 
Engine Time Gas Oil 



NORTHERN ALBERTA FOREST DISTRICT 
Report of Chief Timber Inspector, J. L. Janssen 
FOREST PROTECTION 
Weather and Fire Hazard 

The winter of 1947-48 was cold with heavy snow through¬ 
out the Northern Alberta Forest District. 

Breton, Edmonton and Edson Divisions 
Several heavy snow storms in April and cool weather result¬ 
ed in a late spring, but spring break-up was rapid, causing 
general floods. Humidity was fairly high during the spring and 
summer seasons with a below normal fire hazard. Fall weather 
after October 1st, however, became very hot and dry creating a 
short period of above normal hazard in the late fall and the 
ground went into the winter in a very dry condition. Fire season 
closed on November 12th by light rain followed by snow. 

Whitecourt Division 

A late but rapid break-up occurred the first few days of May 
with an excessive run-off and a normal fire hazard to the 15th 
of May when the hazard rose rapidly reaching its peak on the 
28th when rain brought the hazard to below normal where it 
remained owing to cool, damp weather until after October 15th, 
when dry weather and high wind's brought a slight hazard during 
the fall. Snow on November 10th closed the season. 

Calling Lake and Lac La Biche Divisions 
Spring break-up came late in April with excessive run-off. 
The weather became hot and dry the first part of May creating 
an above normal fire hazard until relieved by rain during the 
middle of July. The weather then turned cooler and some localized 
summer showers aided in lowering the fire hazard, which return¬ 
ed to fairly normal for the balance of the season, which closed 





36 


DEPARTMENT OF LANDS AND MINES 


about the middle of November with a snow storm. The ground 
went into the winter in a very dry condition. 

Slave Lake Division 

Unusually warm weather prevailed from the end of April 
throughout May with a general rain on May 13th. Hot, dry 
weather prevailed from May 15th to early July creating a rising 
fire hazard from May 24th throughout June. This was relieved 
somewhat early in July by scattered showers, but high winds and 
dry weather created an above normal hazard from July 10th to 
the first week in November when cold weather and light snow 
closed the season. At freeze-up the ground was very dry. 

Peace River Division 

Spring was late with the ice going out of the Peace River 
on May 1st. From May 15th to mid June the hazard rose gradual¬ 
ly to above normal. A few light showers in mid June brought the 
hazard to normal but hot, dry weather prevailed after this to mid 
August, causing an above normal hazard. General rains the latter 
part of August reduced the hazard and cool, dull weather held 
this to normal until the close of the season on November 6th, by 
snow. The ground was quite dry at freeze-up on the southern 
portion of the division. 

Grande Prairie Division 

Spring was late with slight hazard until the latter part of 
May when, owing to lack of precipitation over the northern part 
of the division, the fire hazard rose quite sharply and remained 
above normal to mid August when relieved by rain. The southern 
part of the division experienced good moisture conditions through¬ 
out with a low fire hazard. Cool, cloudy weather and occasional 
showers kept the hazard low until mid October when clear, warm 
weather created a rising hazard to the end of the season in mid 
November. The ground was quite dry at freeze-up on the northern 
part of the division. 

Fire Prevention 

This is attempted, as in the past, by personal contact with the 
public by the field staff, by warning posters placed at strategic 
points on forest trails, by showing of films dealing with conserva¬ 
tion at schoolhouses occasionally and by the anriual tour of the 
Canadian Forestry Association car. Also by short announcements 
over the air and an occasional item in the press. 

Fire Detection 

Detection depends on patrol by the field staff, co-operation 
by the public and our limited system of lookout towers. Pilots 
of aircraft have been very co-operative in reporting locations of 
smokes sighted. 

The lookout system functioned very well, to the extent of 
their limited coverage. The radio system again proved its value 
in providing rapid communication between the field and super¬ 
visory staff. 

Fire Suppression 

Suppressive action was taken on a total of 153 fires by the 
Forest Service. The majority of these occurred in the Lac La 
Biche Division. Practically all of these fires occurred along the 
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edge of settlements and were man-caused as the season was 
exceptionally free of fires caused by lightning. 


NUMBER AND CLASSIFICATION OF FIRES BY DIVISIONS 
Class of Fire 

Division A B C D Total 



AREA AND KIND OF DAMAGE 



ENTOMOLOGY 

The field staff again co-operated with the Dominion Forest 
Service by making sample collections of forest insects to be 
forwarded to the Insect Laboratory at Kananaskis. 

EQUIPMENT 

The use of caterpillar tractors, equipped with bulldozer 
blades, have been proved to be very effective in fire suppression 
and, in localities where enough water is available, power pumps 
are very valuable. Unfortunately, in many cases, the shortage 
of power equipment and the lack of roads and trails, fire sup¬ 
pression has to be carried on by manual labour equipped with 
shovel and axe. 

Authority to purchase a D6 Caterpillar Tractor equipped 
with dozer was received and the machine ordered but delivery 
was not obtained until the late spring of 1949. 

A quantity of smaller fire fighting equipment was purchased 
as replacements for worn-out pieces and as additions to our 
total stock, but we are still woefully under-equipped to meet the 
exigencies of a bad fire season. The stock of equipment stored on 
each ranger district should at least be sufficient to equip one 
hundred fire fighters with an additional twenty per cent of this 
amount stored at divisional headquarters as reserve. Provision 
should also be made for a larger reserve stock to be stored at 
Head Office. 

PERSONNEL 

Several changes occurred in the field staff this year. 

It is regretted that the loss through accidental death of two 
members of the field staff has to be reported. Inspector Burleigh 
lost his life by drowning through a boating accident and Ranger 
Pegg was overcome by monoxide gas when his car stalled in a 
snowdrift in January, 1949. 

The vacancy created by Mr. Burleigh’s death was filled by 
the promotion of Assistant Timber Inspector Smuland and Ranger 
Titley was promoted to Assistant Inspector in July, 1948. 
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Ranger Millott of District No. 4 resigned October 9th, 1948, 
and was replaced by T. W. Farrell on January 27th, 1949. 

D. C. McCloy was appointed a ranger in District No. 28 to 
replace Titley in March, 1949. 

Ranger Sherman of District No. 11 retired May 31st, 1948, 
and was replaced by the promotion of Assistant Ranger Mc¬ 
Laughlin, who in turn resigned on September 30th. He was 
replaced by the appointment of E. W. Bissell to the ranger staff. 

Ranger Richardson of District No. 13 resigned for reasons 
of health on January 20th, 1948, and was replaced by the appoint¬ 
ment of J. J. McGrath on February 2nd, 1948. Ranger Hogue 
of District No. 14 retired on January 14th, 1948, and was 
replaced by the appointment of Winston Plews. 

Ranger Currat transferred to the Athabasca Forest Reserve 
in the spring and was replaced on District No. 15 by the transfer 
of Ranger Huppie from District No. 16. 

Assistant Ranger Zwiers was promoted to ranger in charge 
of District No. 16 and Assistant Ranger Roy of the Clearwater 
Reserve promoted to ranger in charge of District No. 38 follow¬ 
ing the resignation of Ranger Sykes. 

Ranger Weideman was transferred to the Clearwater Forest 
Reserve and was replaced on District No. 33 by the appointment 
of T. J. Connors who resigned in February, 1949, leaving the 
district vacant. 

The ranger of District No. 20 was dismissed and replaced 
by the transfer of Ranger Lambert from District No. 40. Assist¬ 
ant Ranger Kemp of Upper Hay resigned in June and was re¬ 
placed by the appointment of S. J. Smith in November. R. L. 
Scott was appointed ranger on District No. 24 West in April to 
fill the vacancy created in March by The promotion of Ranger 
Coast. Ranger Scott was transferred to the radio lookout staff 
early in November, 1948, for reasons of health and was replaced 
by the appointment of Phil Comeau in the spring of 1949. 

All inspectors and rangers attended a very successful ranger 
meeting which was held in Edmonton from January 25th to 27th, 
1949, inclusive. A meeting of all towermen was also held in 
Edmonton on March 28th and 29th, 1949. 

A great deal of benefit is derived from these meetings not 
only by the field staff but also by the supervisory staff. 

IMPROVEMENTS 

Breton Division 

Bam at Alder Flats Ranger Station: Concrete foundation 
was installed and logs cut, hauled and peeled. 

Edmonton Division 

The main construction of the Pembina Cabin was completed, 
also a three-wire fence around the grounds. 

A three-wire fence was also completed around the Cold 
Creek cabin grounds. 

A good wagon road was constructed into the Carrot Creek 
tower passable in dry weather by cars. Two thousand pieces of 
corduroy were laid across a floating muskeg and a bridge con¬ 
structed over Lobstick Creek in connection with this road. 
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Edson Division 

The Nosehill Creek cabin was finished, logs were cut and 
peeled for the Little Smoky cabin. A trail was blazed from Nose- 
hill Creek cabin to the Athabasca cabin and work started on 
cutting this trail. Four 4-drawer filing cabinets were constructed. 
Lumber and shingles for Mayberne tower cabin maintenance, 
cement and bolts for maintenance of Mayberne tower were 
freighted to the tower site. 

Whitecourt Division 

A ranger house was erected at the Whitecourt headquarters. 
The Whitecourt cache was improved by the addition of a ceiling 
and a ranger’s office partitioned off. A reconnaissance was made 
to locate the best route for a road to Goose Mountain and a good 
route located. 

The Whitecourt tower road was improved and maintained. 
Calling Lake Division 

No improvement work was attempted as rangers were 
busy with fire patrol throughout the season. 

Lac La Biche Division 

A ranger house and a two-car garage were constructed at 
divisional headquarters by the Department of Public Works. 

A ranger cabin was constructed at Philomena and finishing 
work on the Gregoire cabin was completed. A barn was erected 
at this latter site. 

A railway flat car was constructed mainly out of salvaged 
materials. A four-drawer filing cabinet was constructed for the 
McMurray office. A work bench was constructed for the new 
garage at headquarters and two ladders were also built for 
headquarters. 

The interior of headquarters office was repainted and metal 
eavestroughing installed, also the radio aerials were re-arranged. 

New wooden porch and steps as well as sidewalks have been 
built at McMurray headquarters. 

The sixteen-foot canoe at headquarters was completely re¬ 
built, recovered and repainted and a cabin was constructed on 
the McMurray patrol boat. 

A general clean-up consisting of clearing out undergrowth 
and thinning out trees was carried out on the headquarters 
grounds. 

Slave Lake Division 

New Construction : Construction was started on the Goose 
River and Junction cabin but not completed. 

The Crooked River cabin was constructed but not quite 
finished. 

The Willow River pack trail was completed from Sec. 18, 
Twp. 79, Rge. 26, West of the 4th Mer., to the Howard Lake 
Trail in Sec. 23, Twp. 76, Rge. 1, West of the 5th Mer. 

Material was hauled for construction of a new engine house 
at Headquarters and an 8’xl2’ barrel stand erected. 

■Maintenance : The headquarters speeder shed was completely 
replaced. 

General maintenance was carried out on the Swan Station, 
Wabasca, McGowan, Ottauwau, Slave Lake and East Prairie 
cabins and grounds. 
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All telephone lines, approximately 125 miles were main¬ 
tained. 

Maintenance work was carried out on the Inverness wagon 
road, also on the Deer Mountain, Freeman, House Mountain, 
Goose River, East Prairie, Howard Lake, North Boundary, 
Grizzly Mountain, West Prairie and Pelican Mountain Trails. 

The Slave Lake headquarters, Slave Lake pasture and Swan 
station pasture fences were all maintained, also the Wabasca 
cabin, Swan station and Slave Lake headquarters grounds. 

A drainage ditch 100 yards long with a culvert under the 
north road was constructed at Slave Lake headquarters. 

Peace River Division 

A cache 16’xl6’ was constructed near the Upper Hay River 
Post. 

A 35-foot pole lookout ladder was erected on Sec. 10, Twp. 
86, Rge. 5, West of the 6th Mer. 

A 28-foot flat-bottom skiff was built to replace the old Ft. 
Vermilion patrol boat. 

The Keg River cache was shingled and the ceiling closed in. 

The Notikewin cache was moved from Manning to District 
No. 29 ranger headquarters. 

Some improvements were made to the Little Red River cache 
and a small log stable was constructed at the Keg River ranger 
headquarters. 

Grande Prairie Division 

Neiv Construction: A new steel lookout tower was erected 
at Nose Mountain and a cabin and engine house constructed on 
this site. 

A tool cache 10’xl6’ was constructed at Calais. 

A bulldozed road, approximately 40 miles in length was 
constructed to give access to the Nose Mountain tower. 

Some maintenance work was carried out on existing trails. 

TIMBER 

Very little slackening, if any, in the demand for timber was 
noticed and the field staff were again nearly swamped with 
requests for inspections of various kinds. An endeavour was made 
to cruise the timber on all new applications and submit a report 
within a reasonable time, but this was not always possible, also 
it was hoped that all operations could be inspected at least once 
during the winter, but even with an increased use of the rangers 
on this work, it was found impossible. In many cases, of course, 
while the rangers are assisting with timber work they are per¬ 
force neglecting other duties. 

The cutting of fire-killed spruce for pulpwood has fallen off 
and will no doubt soon cease owing to the slackening in demand 
for this material and the advances in freight rates. 

CO-OPERATION 

The Royal Canadian Mounted Police again rendered us a 
great deal of assistance in gathering fire crews and conducting 
prosecutions. Co-operation by settlers and the general public is 
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improving steadily and we also received considerable assistance 
from pilots of aircraft in reporting location of smokes sighted. 

GAME AND TRAPPING 

A great many patrols were made by the rangers to check 
on hunting and trapping activities in their districts. The field 
administration and supervision of more than 2,500 trap lines is 
handled by the rangers, the taking of applications for beaver 
permits and, in the northern districts, the issue of these permits 
is also handled by the field staff. Patrols and investigations in 
connection with the protection of beaver and of big game took 
up considerable of the rangers’ time, as well as in some areas 
the trapping of live beaver for removal to a more remote area. 
An investigation was made on the use of planes by big game 
hunters in the Edmonton district. The sealing of beaver pelts 
throughout the Northern Alberta Forest District is also carried 
out by the rangers and this, especially in the northern districts, 
entails a great deal of travel in the spring when all trails are 
at their worst. 


PROSECUTIONS 

A number of prosecutions were initiated by the field staff 
and convictions secured in nearly every case. 

Prosecutions under The Fires Act . 8 

Prosecutions under The Game Act . IB 

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

From the foregoing report it is evident that the field staffs 
were again overloaded and that an increase in staff is long 
overdue. We are also in great need of more fire-fighting equip¬ 
ment, both hand and power. The size of ranger districts should 
be drastically reduced by the establishment of more districts 
and appointments of new rangers to handle them. The appoint¬ 
ment of assistant rangers on practically all districts is recom¬ 
mended, also an increase in the number of assistant inspectors. 

As to fire-fighting equipment, it is recommended, that every 
ranger district be furnished enough hand equipment to outfit 
at least one hundred men with at least two power pumps on each 
district. 

The purchase of a medium-sized caterpillar tractor 
equipped with winch and angle-dozer blade, together with a 
21/a- or 3-ton truck for its transport is recommended for each 
division, to be used in road building and fire fighting. 

The number of pack horses available for use in transporting 
supplies and equipment to fires,, is steadily decreasing and in 
many cases non-existent. As a remedy to this situation, it is 
recommended that a light caterpillar tractor and trailer be 
purchased for each division. The trailer to be equipped with 
what is known as airplane tires. This would be used mainly 
for transportation purposes, but also to assist in fire fighting 
and trail building. 
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CROWSNEST-BOW RIVER FOREST RESERVE 
Report of Forest Superintendent, J. P. Alexander 
FOREST PROTECTION 

The Forest Reserve staff remained the same as in previous 
years except that an extra assistant ranger was appointed in 
each of the following districts: Willow Creek District, Sentinel 
District, Bighorn District and Aura District. 

(a) Fire Season. 

In the spring of 1948 temperatures remained cool with 
snow and odd rain storms quite frequent. Grass growth did not 
commence until after the middle of May. Due to the inclement 
weather conditions no spring fire hazard developed. 

Summer weather was fair, but slightly cooler than usual 
for this area. Precipitation was heavier than average and was 
well distributed throughout most of the summer season. Rains 
practically ceased after the middle of August and from then until 
the end of the season the weather became hot and dry. Although 
these weather conditions existed the soil remained moist and no 
serious fire hazard developed until about the middle of September. 

In the early fall the weather was usually hot and dry as the 
early snowstorms expected about the middle of September did 
not materialize. Precipitation throughout the entire fall season 
was very light. The fire hazard conditions increased and on 
October 23rd, It was decided to close the Crowsnest and Bow 
River Forests to all unnecessary travel. This closure remained 
in effect until November 20th by which time light rain and 
snow had relieved the situation. 

( b) Fire Prevention. 

Prevention activities are only applicable to fires originating 
through human agencies and consist of educating the public by 
various means of publicity. Posters, radio, lectures, moving 
pictures and the direct contact of users of the forest by our 
staff of rangers were used in the work. 

The distribution of fire posters and the contacting of the 
public by our ranger staff, when completing free travel permits, 
timber permit applications, etc., and while making fish and game 
patrols, were important methods of fire prevention during the 
season. 

The Canadian Forestry Association, assisted by our ranger 
staff arranged for and put on free picture shows and talks on 
forestry and conservation subjects. These shows, which were 
given in a number of towns in this area, were generally well 
attended. 

Local radio stations were exceptionally co-operative during 
the past season in broadcasting timely warnings to the travelling 
public, fishermen and hunters to be careful with fires, cigarette 
butts and matches while in timbered or heavily grassed areas. 

(c) Fire Detection. 

Fire detection methods as in previous years depended on 
the lookout system and field staff patrols. A number of the 
season’s fires were reported by fishermen, hunters or ranchers. 
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(d) Fire Suppression. 

During the 1948 season a total of 15 fires were reported on 
the Crowsnest-Bow River Forest and immediate vicinity. Eight 
of these were inside the forest and 7 on adjacent areas. The fires 
that occurred were small, easily suppressed and did little damage 
to timber. Total supression costs for the season amounted to 
$758.98 of which $174.88 covered ranger labour and the balance 
was spent for wages, food and transportation. 

( e ) Fire-Fighting Equipment. 

The supply of fire-fighting equipment during the past year 
has been increased by the addition of new fire pumps, trucks, 
Caterpillar and International tractors with angledozers, and 
numerous small articles of fire-fighting equipment. These items 
are now in the process of being distributed to the ranger districts. 

PERSONNEL 

The following changes in the field staff were made during 
the year:— 

Castlemount District. 

Assistant Ranger F. Perry resigned and his position was 
filled by the appointment of E. M. Bennett. Lookout Man C. L. 
Gravelle was absent on compensation for most of the season 
and his position was filled, when necessary, by temporary men. 
Crowlodge District. 

Assistant Ranger W. R. Liddell resigned in mid-season and 
his place was taken by G. Plante, transferred from the Aura 
District. 

Livingstone District. 

Assistant Ranger S. G. Moore resigned last winter and his 
position was filled in the spring by the appointment of W. C. 
Walton. 

Willow Creek District. 

The new position of assistant ranger on the Willow Creek 
District was filled by the appointment of A. Campanelli. This 
man resigned at the end of October and he has not been replaced 
as yet. 

Sentinel District. 

Assistant Ranger A. Borton resigned and his position was 
filled by the transfer of Assistant Ranger J. Elliott from the 
Aura District. M. Perwiznuik was appointed to the new assistant 
ranger position in this district. 

Bighorn District. 

Assistant Ranger M. R. Martin resigned in the spring and 
his position was filled by the transfer of J. O’Gryzlo from the 
Kananaskis District. O’Gryzlo resigned during the summer and 
his place was taken late in the fall by Ben Jarvis, former lookout 
man on Junction Mountain lookout. The new position of assistant 
ranger in this district was filled by the appointment of 0. C. 
McGiffen. 

Elbow District. 

Assistant Ranger W. Balmer was transferred to the Kanan- 
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askis District and his place was filled by the appointment of 
G. I. Lambert. 

Kananaskis District. 

Assistant Ranger J. O’Gryzlo was transferred to the Big¬ 
horn District and Assistant Ranger W. Balmer was transferred 
from the Elbow District to take his place. 

Aura District. 

Assistant Ranger J. Elliott was transferred to the Sentinel 
District to replace A. Borton, and his position remained vacant 
until late fall when it was filled by the appointment of C. M. 
Sallows. E. M. Cargill was appointed to the new assistant ranger 
position in this district, but he never commenced duty and the 
position still remains vacant. 

FOREST ADMINISTRATION 

Under this heading are considered timber disposal, grazing 
permits, grazing and miscellaneous uses, such as surface rights, 
trapper’s cabins, roads, etc. 

Timber. 

Timber sales for the year 1948 totalled 22 and the revenue 
from these sales amounted to $45,335.15. Production showed a 
slight decrease from the previous year. The products from the 
timber sales are listed below: 



Hay. 

Two Hay Permits were issued during the year yielding a 
revenue of $22.00. 

Grazing. 

Heavy late winter snowfall and continuing spring rains 
delayed early forage growth to some extent but eventually 
resulted in a very abundant growth which carried through the 
grazing season in spite of protracted warm dry weather in the 
late summer and fall. 

Stock entered the reserve in fair condition, but left at the 
end ‘of the grazing period in first class shape. 

There was some reduction in the number of applications 
for the year, but still more than could be accommodated, except 
on the northern divisions which are normally under applied. 

For the year a total of 281 Grazing Permits were issued 
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covering 22,814 cattle, 633 horses and 2,334 sheep. The revenue 
from this source totalled $24,924.14. 

Losses of stock were reported as small in the Bow River 
Forest Reserve. In the Crowsnest Reserve losses reported were 
143 cattle and horses and 15 sheep. The most severe losses took 
place in the Castlemount and Livingstone Districts and were 
largely attributed to bears and wolves. 

Uses. 

During the season 147 permits were issued covering miscel¬ 
laneous and grazing uses. These permits cover Such uses as 
trapper’s cabins, stock associations, cabins and corrals, drift 
fences, oil well drilling sites, mineral surface rights, etc. The 
revenue from this source was $990.47. 

IMPROVEMENTS 

New Construction. 

During the year, work was proceeded with on 21 projects 
of which 11 were completed except for a few minor details and 
the remaining 10 are in various stages of completion. The com¬ 
pleted projects were the Bighorn R.S. cottage, Canmore R.S. 
house, Elbow R.S. house, Elbow R.S. weather station, Canmore 
R.S. power station, Elbow R.S. power system, Gap weather 
station, Livingstone Forks bridge, Kananaskis barn, Jumping 
Pound road and Mill Creek chickenhouse. The incompleted proj¬ 
ects were as follows: Aura R.S. bunkhouse, Aura R.S. cottage, 
Bighorn R.S. bunkhouse, Bighorn R.S. storehouse, Castlemount 
R.S. cottage, Coleman R.S. storehouse, Crow-Gap road, Gap 
R.S. bunkhouse, Happy Valley cabin, Livingstone road. 

On these projects 1093 man-days were spent at a cost in 
ranger wages of $5,773.14 and an expenditure of $169,497.74 for 
materials, wages, etc. 

Maintenance 

Existing improvements were maintained in a satisfactory 
condition. During the year, 263 projects of various kinds in¬ 
volved 2954y 2 man-days at a cost in ranger wages of $14,614.78 
and an expenditure of $1,094.51 for materials, wages, etc. 


STATEMENT OF REVENUE COLLECTED 



$87,370.98 

The mileage covered by the'entire staff in the course of 
their duties throughout the season was as follows: 

Mode of Transportation Miles 




46 


DEPARTMENT OF LANDS AND MINES 


CLEARWATER FOREST RESERVE 
Report of Forest Superintendent, J. R. H. Hall 
FOREST PROTECTION 

During 1948-1949 the field staff was at full strength with 
the exception of a district ranger and assistant ranger for the 
proposed Saskatchewan District. These positions were not filled 
on account of uncertainty of location of headquarters and lack 
of living accommodation. 

The assistant superintendent’s position was filled by W. J. 
Bloomberg during June, 1948. 

Weather. 

Snow melted rapidly during April and at the end of the 
month with frost out of the ground, the forest floor was well- 
saturated, and all sloughs and muskegs were filled with water. 
From the end of April through October there was an abundance 
of moisture, well-distributed over the period and over all districts. 
From the middle of October to November 20th, precipitation was 
very light, west winds prevailed and there was very little frost 
at night. On November 28th, the first snow storm of the season 
occurred and at the end of the month, the forest floor was 
covered with two inches of snow. 

Snowfall during the winter months was below normal with 
an average of twelve to twenty-four inches of snow on the forest 
floor, December through March. 

The Weather Bureau at Rocky Mountain House reports the 
following precipitation April, 1948, through March, 1949. 



Fire Season. 

There was no fire hazard during spring, summer or early 
fall. From November 1st to November 28th the hazard was high. 
Fire Prevention. 

All field staff endeavoured to educate school children and 
the general public in regard to fire prevention by contacts at 
hunting and fishing camps, lumber camps and visits to towns 
adjacent to their districts. The Rocky Mountain House news¬ 
paper gave co-operation by warning settlers regarding the care 
of fire when clearing land and fishermen and campers in the 
care of camp fires. 

Fire Detection. 

There was no change in the method of fire detection in the 
forest. Lookout men and the telephone operator were at their 
posts before the fire season commenced, and went off duty after 
the forest floor was well covered with snow late in November. 

FOREST ADMINISTRATION 

Timber. 

Timber business was again light owing to cancellation of 
completed sales, and the fact that few applications were received 
for new sales. 
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Below are listed the transactions conducted during the 
fiscal year: 

TIMBER SALES 



Seven timber sales were cancelled during the year. 

Number of Timber Permits issued . 30 

Dues on Timber Permits issued . $1,469.85 

Twelve of the above permits were cutting permits. 

The following amounts of green and dry timber were 
authorized to be cut: 



Uses. 

Oil: Ram River Oils are still drilling their No. 3 well near 
Prairie Creek in the Clearwater Forest. 


Miscellaneous Use Permits: The following new uses were 
authorized during the period covered by this report: 



Grazing. 

There was an abundance of feed in all districts, during the 
spring, summer and fall grazing season. 

Snowfall was below normal and stock wintered well. ■ 

Stock losses are expected to be light. 

The total number of stock grazed during the past twelve 
months is listed below: 
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Collections by months are shown below: 



IMPROVEMENTS 

During the period covered by this report, rangers spent 
3471/2 man-days on new construction work and II28V2 man-days 
on maintenance work. 


Work was carried out on 10 new construction projects: 

Storehouses . 1 Implement Sheds . 1 


PERSONNEL 

All positions were filled during the period with the excep¬ 
tion of the district ranger and assistant ranger positions on the 
proposed Saskatchewan District. 

GAME 

The below-normal snowfall of 1948-49 winter brought 
losses of big game animals back to normal after two severe 
winters when losses were heavy. 

Predators increased in Brazeau West and Brazeau East 
Districts. Due to shortage of rabbits, predators are taking a 
fairly heavy toll of big game animals. 


RECREATION 

There was an increase in the number of campers, especially 
in the Red Deer and Brazeau West Districts. 

There was a decided increase in the number of American 
hunters from September 1st to November 30th. 

A total of 931 traveller’s permits, covering 2591 persons, 
was issued. 


FISH 

A total of 239 seasonal licenses and 44 limited licenses were 
issued. 


TRAVEL 

The following mileage was travelled by personnel of the 
Clearwater Forest during the period under review: 



Mode 
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BRAZEAU-ATHABASCA RESERVE 
Report of Forest Superintendent, D. Buck 
FOREST PROTECTION 


Personnel. 

During the fiscal year ending March 31st, 1949, there were 
not many changes in the ranger staff but several assistant rangers 
resigned and others engaged, consequently the authorized staff for 
this reserve was maintained throughout the year. Two rangers 
suffered severe accidents requiring hospitalization for some time. 

The assistant superintendent was transferred to take charge 
of the Crow Reserve at the close of the year and has been replaced 
here by Mr. C. Jackson, who recently graduated in forestry at the 
University of British Columbia. 

The resignation of the assistant clerk at this office made it 
necessary for a replacement in this position, otherwise there 
was no change. 

Fire Season. 

This reserve enjoyed a very favorable fire season, having a 
total of eight fires reported, which were quickly extinguished; 
three of these occurred on the Athabasca Reserve and five on the 
Brazeau Reserve. Of this total, 6 were Class A or less than a 
quarter of an acre in extent, and the remaining two were 
Class B. In fact, the total acreage burnt over on the two reserves 
last year amounted to less than 4 acres; smokers and industrial 
operations being equally responsible for the highest percentage 
of these fires. 

May and the early part of June are usually considered to be 
our highest fire hazard period, but this year, due to an exception¬ 
al depth of snow at the latter part of the previous winter, and to a 
very late spring, our fire hazard was below normal until the 
latter part of June. At no time during the season was it danger¬ 
ously high. A total of 27 burning permits were issued. 

The fire season closed at the middle of October when a fair 
blanket of snow covered the mountains and foothills, and the 
timbered area at lower altitudes. Arrangements were then made 
to bring in the fire lookout men who had occupied these cabins 
throughout the season. 

An improvement in the detection system was effected this 
season when Luscar and Grave Flats lookouts were supplied with 
portable radios in addition to their phones, thus providing better 
communication between towers and with this office. 
Fire-Fighting Equipment. 

The transfer of the D6 Caterpillar tractor and KB8 Inter¬ 
national truck from the Crow-Bow Reserve was a valuable addi¬ 
tion to our equipment. 

All district headquarters have separate caches in which to 
store fire equipment and although a minimum of tools for the 
maintenance of this equipment is carried, it is considered suf¬ 
ficient. Each stop-over cabin is equipped with a few essential 
fire tools in case of emergency. Inspection of the headquarters 
caches is regularly carried out and when an opportunity arises, 
the tools at cabins are checked. 
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The number of miles and methods of travel by the entire 
staff in the course of their duties for the past year is as follows: 



FOREST MANAGEMENT 

Under this heading, timber disposal is the most important, 
since the proper management of timber sales, reduces waste and 
leaves a residual stand, which not only aids in reproduction by 
furnishing seed, but is the forerunner to placing our forests on 
a sustained yield basis. Another object in view, when inspecting 
timber sale applications, and later the cutting operations, is the 
prevention of erosion and conservation of water by estimating 
the amount of timber which may be cut from any one sale. 

Uses of land is also included under forest management and 
is a major item. During the year most of the coal mine com¬ 
panies on the Brazeau Reserve extended their strip mine opera¬ 
tions considerably and although the companies are required to 
make their own surveys, the estimating of timber which will be 
destroyed and other incidentals rest with the field personnel of 
this Department. 

The following is an itemized statement of revenue collected 
from all sources during the year under review. 



The total revenue collected represents an increase of 
$59,669.45, or 54.3% over the previous fiscal year. 

The following material was produced from timber sales. 
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Although 45 permits were issued, 6 sales were inactive for vari¬ 
ous reasons: 



The following products were manufactured under permits 
issued: 


lits Product 

Mining Timbers (lineal ft.) 
Building Logs (lineal ft.) . 

Railway Ties (pieces) . 

Lumber (F.B.M.) . 

Fuelwood, dry (cords) . 

Fence Rails (pieces) . 





Total products manufactured from the Brazeau-Athabasca 
Reserve for the year ending March 31st, 1949, is as follows, 
including timber sales, permits and seizures: 



Under miscellaneous uses 119 permits were issued to cover 
the following different projects. 



Strip mine operations under authority of Arbitration Board 
Orders, 9. 

Leases, 26. 

No commercial grazing is undertaken within this reserve. 
That is to say, no cattle are grazed for the purpose of fattening 
for market. Two dairy herds and the individual milk cow makes 
up the total of 75 cattle covered by permit. 

Outfitters account for most of the 604 horses using the 
reserve. Since the construction of main roads, connecting the 
mining towns with No. 16 highway, most of the miners have 
changed their string of from 1 to 6 head of horses for a car. 

IMPROVEMENTS 

In addition to maintaining existing projects, several major 
new construction ones were undertaken. A fully modern house 
was constructed for the ranger at Entrance by the Public Works 
Department. The reserve field staff constructed a 35-ft. steel 
tower at Lovett lookout. A 20’x30’ bunkhouse at Lovett, con- 
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structed on surface cement foundation, lumber construction ana 
containing one general room and two bedrooms was completed. 
Two camp kitchens are under construction for fishermen and 
hunters using the lower road in the Athabasca Reserve and 
several other minor building projects which had been commenced 
the previous year, were finished. 

With the use of the tractor and bulldozer recently transferred 
to this reserve, the Lovett lookout wagon road was graded, and 
by making a more extended sweep at the steepest part of the road 
it is now possible to drive a car to the tower with ease. This work 
was done chiefly in order to permit the hauling by truck of the 
steel work for the new tower. 

The Athabasca lookout was also connected to the lower 
road by the construction of 3 miles of newly located road, 
abandoning the old pack trail. This eliminated the old method of 
packing gasoline and provisions to the lookout by horse. 

Two and one-half miles of road were widened out to Winter 
Creek cabin as there is considerable traffic to this cabin. 

One of the major maintenance projects which should be men¬ 
tioned is the moving of the lower telephone line from the old 
road to the road recently completed by the Imperial Oil Company 
Limited, which follows very closely to the forestry road. Since 
the latter road is a well constructed car road with gravel spread 
where necessary, it was decided to abandon the old forest road, 
which was little better than a trail, and move the telephone line 
over. This practically required the rebuilding of the whole line 
and at the close of this work in September, 29 miles of the 
65 had been completed. In addition to this the rangers have 
done several miles of preliminary work ahead of the line for 
the coming season. 


TRAPPING AND GAME 

The system of allotting trappers reasonably large areas and 
issuing general permits for the trapping year to cover their 
cabins has proven to be successful. Last season 81 trapping 
certificates were issued within the area managed from this office. 

As most of these areas are situated in unsurveyed country, 
and some of our maps are incomplete, some difficulty is en¬ 
countered in outlining the boundaries of these areas and one is 
surprised at the attention paid by the trappers to their boundar¬ 
ies when they present their difficulties in this regard to our office. 

All fur-bearing animals, especially coyotes and wolves are 
on the increase, but due to low prices, a small catch was taken. 
In some favorable areas such as the McLeod River Valley, beaver 
can be considered quite numerous and also they are now found 
to have established themselves in the most unexpected places, 
such as at the heads of creeks in the mountains where willow 
is their only feed. 

A total of 555 beaver seals were issued, but this number 
includes the Edson Division also. 

A trail was made during the spring on the Athabasca 
Reserve to reduce the number of wolves by the use of coyote 
getters but due to the lateness of the trial no success was obtained, 
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however these getters will be set out again later when the summer 
runs of the wolves have been established. 

Big game is undoubtedly decreasing in numbers but not so 
rapidly as many hunters report. Elk are numerous along the 
Brazeau River valley and have spread north as far as the Hay 
River, to my knowledge there are several herds, one in particular 
of approximately 25 head have located themselves in the vicinity 
of Rock Lake. Cariboo have been seen in the bush country east of 
the mountains, especially along the Berland River. Moose and 
deer have been the hardest hit by the intensive hunting; however 
a good showing of calves this spring has been reported by rangers. 

A checking station has been established at the bridge across 
the Athabasca River and it is very effective as all hunters enter¬ 
ing the Athabasca Reserve by car, must cross this bridge. All 
hunters entering and leaving the reserve are checked at this 
point and their kills recorded. Supervision of hunters on the 
Brazeau Reserve is left to individual rangers with good results. 


CYPRESS HILLS FOREST RESERVE 
Report of Ranger-in-Charge, R. T. Mackey 

FOREST PROTECTION 

The winter of 1947-48 was very severe with deep snow and 
low temperatures. Spring arrived about the middle of April 
accompanied by frequent rains and sleet storms, the rains con¬ 
tinuing until the middle of July. There was sufficient moisture 
by the middle of July to bring on a heavy growth of grass. 

From the middle of July until the second day of November 
the weather was hot and dry. There was no rain during this 
period, causing an exceptionally high fire hazard. 

Detection and Suppression. 

As in previous years, fire detection has depended upon 
regular patrols and having telephone lines connected to reserve 
headquarters. The people in the areas adjacent to the reserve 
are very fire-conscious, making this a very effective means of 
detection. 

Fire Fighting Equipment. 

We have one Johnson pump and enough Wajax and tools to 
equip over one hundred men. A Fordson tractor was purchased 
to work with our light grader in maintaining the fire-guard 
roads on this reserve. This is a great improvement as in the past 
an outfit had to be hired to do this work, and was not always 
available when needed most. 

FOREST ADMINISTRATION 

The Cypress Hills Forest, being situated in the centre of a 
settled district and accessible at all points, requires constant 
patrolling. At the present time we have not necessary help to 
do this work, and it is suggested that a patrol man be hired for 
the summer months. 
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The mileage and methods of travel by the staff while on duty 
are listed below: 



Timber. 

Timber sales were less than last year. This was due to the 
farmers getting free timber from the clearing of two miles of 
right of way for the Elkwater-Havre highway. 

Timber cut and revenue derived therefrom as follows: 



Mature spruce and, pine for saw timber is scarce, and it is 
believed that within the next two years the issuing of permits for 
this class of timber will have to be discontinued. 

Silvics. 

All coniferous timber taken out of this forest is done under 
a system of selective cutting, and a large part of the staff’s time 
is spent in marking timber. While our thinning program leaves 
a lot to be desired, it is better than cutting to a size, which in 
most of our timber would amount to clean cutting. 

Grazing. 

Stock, on entering the reserve, were in poor condition due 
to the severe winter of 1947-48. However the heavy precipitation 
of spring and early summer brought on a heavy growth of grass, 
and all but the poorer quality stock left the reserve in good condi¬ 
tion. 

The reserve is stocked to capacity and it has been found ne¬ 
cessary to turn down applications. Three thousand two hundred 
and twenty-five head of cattle and 155 head of horses were grazed 
under permit. From this number of stock there was only a loss 
of ten head of cattle, four thought to have died of poison weed, 
one killed by lightning, one known to have been butchered, and 
four still unaccounted for. 

Miscellaneous Uses. 

A number of ranchers and farmers adjacent to the reserve 
rent watering and feeding grounds and also pasture land on the 
reserve. These uses are held under yearly permit. 

Number of permits issued and revenue collected as follows: 



IMPROVEMENTS 

As we were unable to hire any men, only two miles of the 
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telephone line were rebuilt this past year. The remainder of the 
line was maintained. Two hundred and seventy telephone poles 
were peeled and treated. A Fordson tractor was received to work 
with our light grader. All the fire-guards on the west half of the 
Reserve were worked. Eight hundred fence posts were sharpened 
and peeled. All fences were mainfaind and one mile of fence 
rebuilt, also all buildings were maintained. There were 107V2 
man-days spent on maintenance at a cost, in ranger labour of 
$558.96. 


PERSONNEL 

There has been no change in personnel since the last report. 

GAME 

The last two years have seen a large decrease in deer in the 
Cypress Hills. This was mainly due to the severe winters and the 
killing of deer by coyotes. The beaver are still increasing and 
streams are filled to capacity in the reserve. Prairie chicken and 
ruffed grouse are on the increase, and while not plentiful yet, 
show a decided gain. A few elk have been seen on the east end of 
the reserve. These have moved in from Saskatchwan. 

RECREATION 

There has been an increase in the number of campers and 
fishermen in the last year, due no doubt to the publicity being 
given Elkwater Lake Park in the local newspapers. 
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Fish and Game Administration 

Report of the Fish and Game Commissioner, E. S. Huestis 

In the annual report for the year 1947-48 special mention 
was made of the co-operation as between this department and 
other governmental departments, particularly the Federal De¬ 
partment of Fisheries, the Federal Department of Mines and 
Resources, the National Parks Administration, and also with the 
Fish and Game Associations. It would appear from the records 
that the year 1948-49 surpassed that of the previous year. 

Two meetings were held during the year with the Dominion 
Fisheries, the first one being in May, at which time Dr. J. R. 
Dymond reported to representatives of the Dominion Fisheries 
Department and the Fisheries Branches of Alberta, Saskatche¬ 
wan, Manitoba and Ontario on his investigation of the success of 
the Fish Inspection Regulations as they applied to the orderly 
marketing of inland fish to the United States. Dr. Dymond had 
been chosen to investigate the results of inspection procedure set 
up some two years previously, by reason of the fact that he was 
originally the chairman of the committee to investigate the needs 
of inland fisheries in their attempt to stabilize the production 
and distribution of inland fish, particularly whitefish, to the 
American markets. Dr. Dymond’s report suggested that certain 
changes might be made in the Fish Inspection Act and the Regu¬ 
lations to improve the inspection procedure. 

The second meeting was held in the city of Ottawa on 
October 13th at which time certain proposed changes in the 
Fish Inspection Regulations were discussed together with the 
proposed new Fish Inspection Act prepared by the Dominion 
Fisheries Department. 

The results of these meetings showed that the province of 
Alberta had made a very creditable performance in the handling 
of their export fish to the American market under the Fish 
Inspection Regulations. During the period from January 1, 1946, 
to September 15, 1948, there had been only 38,100 pounds of 
whitefish rejected on shipments coming from the province of 
Alberta. This was less than one-tenth of the amount rejected 
from the next nearest province in the matter of rejects on 
exports to the United States. 

Further contact with the Dominion Government was made 
in the annual Dominion-Provincial Wildlife Conference held in 
Ottawa on June 3rd and 4th, at which meeting all provinces of 
Canada and the United States Fish and Wildlife Service were 
represented. The most important subject under discussion was 
the migratory bird regulations which are governed by the 
Migratory Birds Convention Act, a Federal Act. Under these 
regulations a new approach was made in regard to bag limits 
and they were set up on the basis of flyways rather than as an 
overall picture across the Dominion. It was found that certain 
flyways, particularly in the west, had a greater per capita of 
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migratory birds than the east, and as a result the bag limits 
offered to western provinces were slightly higher. The same 
condition applied in the United States when their bag limits 
were set up. 

Another item of discussion was that of the term “possession” 
as it applies to the Migratory Bird Regulations. Prior to 1948 
the province of Alberta had interpreted “possession” as being 
possession in the field. In 1948, the Dominion Wildlife Service 
advised that the interpretation as far as the Department of 
Justice at Ottawa was concerned, meant possession anywhere. 
This meant that the hunter, having in his possession in a locker 
or in his home the number of birds allowed under the possession 
limit, could not do any further hunting of migratory birds until 
this number had been reduced. 

The matter of damage to farm crops by migratory water- 
fowl was also dealt with. It was felt by this province that there 
should be some relaxation in the regulations which gave the 
farmer a permit to shoot migratory birds at such time as they 
were damaging his crops. He is usually extremely busy at that 
time and cannot do the shooting himself. The regulations were 
therefore relaxed at the request of this province so that the 
farmer could call in two persons to assist him in protecting his 
crops. 

Another interesting point of discussion was that of the 
number of days allowed in the shooting season for each province. 
Some of the provinces allow Sunday shooting, others, including 
the province of Alberta, do not. It was our feeling in this 
province that the season limit should be governed by the number 
of shooting days rather than by the number of calendar days. 
However, when it came to a vote of the various provinces it was 
decided that no additional days would be allowed to any province 
which prohibited shooting on Sunday, this in spite of the fact 
that where Sunday shooting is allowed, this is the day on which 
the greatest number of hunters are in the field and the greatest 
bag of ducks and other migratory waterfowl are taken. 

Possibly the most far-reaching decision made at this meeting 
was that there should be a uniform rule throughout Canada in 
regard to the control of pump guns and automatic shotguns. 
It was decided that where such guns were legal in any province 
they should be plugged to a limit of three shells in the magazine 
and chamber combined. 

The meeting of the Advisory Council on game held on 
June 15, 1948, was an important one, particularly in view of 
certain proposed changes in the Migratory Bird Regulations, the 
possibility of having to reduce the season on big game and also 
the necessity of deciding on the season which could be allowed 
on upland birds which were rapidly coming back in their previous 
numbers. 

Some explanation might be given at this time of the make-up 
of the Advisory Council. There are three representatives of the 
Department: the Fish and Game Commissioner, the Superintend¬ 
ent of Fisheries and the Superintendent of Game; the Univer¬ 
sity of Alberta is represented by Dr. William Rowan and Dr. R. 
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B. Miller, both of the Department of Zoology; the Alberta Fish 
and Game Association has three representatives, namely, Mr. 
George E. Watt of Calgary, President of the Association, Mr. C. 
E. Brown of Edmonton, Vice-President, and Mr. K. J. Webb of 
Turner Valley, also a Vice-President. The farmers of the prov¬ 
ince are represented by Mr. J. M. Wheatley of Chancellor, while 
the Indians are very ably represented by Mr. Henry Stelfox of 
Rocky Mountain House. 

A meeting had been held in February to determine the 
proposed regulations covering big game and these proposals 
were concluded at the June meeting. In addition, they considered 
proposed regulations on migratory and upland birds and discuss¬ 
ed such subjects as bounties, fees for licenses, and other im¬ 
portant aspects of the handling of game administration. 

The bi-annual conference with the National Parks Fisheries 
Administration to discuss the various problems arising out of 
the propagation and distribution of fish in our streams and 
lakes was held at Banff on September 20th and 21st. Many prob¬ 
lems facing either one or other of the administrations were dis¬ 
cussed and a solution found. These meetings with the Parks 
Fisheries personnel are important due to the fact that we are 
both dealing with a similar problem in a similar territory. 

The close relationship continues as between the Fish and 
Game administration and the Fish and Game Associations of 
sportsmen, both in this province and in neighboring provinces. 
In June a representative of the department attended the annual 
meeting of the Saskatchewan Fish and Game League at Moose 
Jaw, and met with the sportsmen and the Fish and Game officials 
from Saskatchewan to discuss various phases of control of wild¬ 
life and fisheries and to get an exchange of views across the inter¬ 
provincial boundary. Many of the problems in connection with 
big game and birds are similar, this being particularly true of 
the antelope population which lies across the interprovincial 
boundary between Alberta and Saskatchewan and extending into 
the State of Montana to the south. It is one herd knowing no 
political boundaries and must therefore be administered in co¬ 
operation with the province of Saskatchewan and the state of 
Montana. 

We received an invitation in June to attend the meeting of 
the Manitoba Federation of Game and Fish Associations at 
Clear Lake, but unfortunately the pressure of work did not allow 
for a representative to be present. However, members of our 
Alberta Fish and Game Association were in attendance and 
brought back a report of the discussions. 

Many invitations are received throughout the year from 
local Fish and Game Associations which are affiliated with the 
Alberta Fish and Game Association. It would be desirable that 
someone from the department attend all of these local meetings, 
but when it is considered that there are around seventy locals in 
the province and each of them holds an annual meeting, this is 
impossible. It is therefore necessary to meet the sportsmen at 
their annual provincial meeting, which, in 1948 was held in 
the city of Calgary on February 4th and 5th. 
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At this meeting, time was allotted to a report by the Fish 
and Game Branches of this department and this was very favor¬ 
ably received. It was augmented this year by a list of statistics 
having to do with the administration of the Fish and Game 
Branches over a period of years. This gave the sportsmen a bird’s- 
eye picture of information which they are constantly seeking, 
and saved many questions by letter, telegram and telephone 
throughout the year. 

Before leaving the subject of meetings of sportsmen, a 
bouquet should be handed to the Calgary Fish and Game Associa¬ 
tion for their Fishermen’s Night held in the spring and their 
Hunters’ Night held each fall. These meetings are so interesting 
that they attract from 1,800 to 2,000 people, and at many meet¬ 
ings hundreds have to be turned away for lack of accommodation. 

The 1948 campaign against crows and magpies carried on 
each year by the Alberta Fish and Game Association and its 
affiliated locals was not up to expectations. The sum of $10,000.00 
was made available to the Association to carry on the campaign 
and during the winter months bounty of 25 cents was paid on 
goshawks and horned owls and only 571 were taken. During the 
summer, a campaign on crows and magpies paid a bounty of five 
cents each. The number taken in this campaign was much smaller 
than in the two previous years, when 40,333 crows and 68,763 
magpies were taken. 

The depredations of coyotes are causing increasing alarm 
amongst farmers and ranchers of the province and is giving 
considerable concern to this department and to the Department 
of Agriculture. During the years 1943 to 1948, the Government 
has paid out $300,000.00 in bounty at the rate of $5.00 per 
animal. In spite of this very large expenditure in bounties, it 
would appear To have had little effect on the coyote population 
as a whole. 

In the fiscal year 1947-48 bounty was paid on 29,337 coyotes 
at $5.00 each for a total expenditure of $46,185.00. From April 1, 
1948, to November 30, 1948, bounty was paid on a further 12,000 
coyotes at $5.00 each, amounting to $60,000.00. This meant that 
two-thirds of the entire bounty paid over the six-year period was 
paid out in one year and eight months. It was finally decided 
by the Government to discontinue the payment of bounty and this 
decision was based on several factors. Firstly, the overall popula¬ 
tion of coyotes did not seem to be reduced to any extent; secondly, 
bounties were paid on all animals taken whether in settled areas 
where they menace farmers’ stock, or whether they were from 
the vast unpopulated areas of the north where the coyote is 
actually a fur bearer with a value on his pelt. During the period 
in question, the value of the coyote pelt had been reduced so much 
on the market that the trapper who would normally be interested 
in taking the coyote for the sake of the value of the pelt, was 
taking it for the bounty only, plus whatever small amount he 
could get for the pelt. Thirdly, a study of the bounty system 
throughout the North American continent was made and it was 
determined that every administration was of the opinion that 
the payment of bounty was not a solution to the problem. 
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The scientific men who make a study of life cycles in animals 
have advised us that the coyote has not yet reached the peak 
of its cycle and that it will continue to increase until 1952. In 
the meantime, it is hoped that the rabbit, the natural food of 
the coyote, will increase in large numbers so that the coyote 
will not be looking for livestock to feed on and will remain in 
the open where he can get sufficient food such as rabbits, 
gophers, mice and small insects. 

The pheasant hatchery at Brooks was again put into opera¬ 
tion in the spring of 1948, but through a series of unfortunate 
occurrences the number of birds liberated was far below that 
expected and below previous years. These occurrences cut the 
number of birds liberated to approximately 1,500 and these were 
distributed in the following areas: Edmonton, Rimbey, Cranford, 
Magrath, Standard, Castor and Brooks. 

The first and principal difficulty encountered at the Brooks 
pheasant hatchery was the inability of our staff to obtain the 
necessary 14,000 to 15,000 eggs required to fill our incubator 
which has a capacity of 12,000. A local misunderstanding arose 
as between the farmers, their children, the local Fish and Game 
Association and our staff and we were forced to content our¬ 
selves with a collection of 4,602 eggs. When the usual cull of 
eggs due to infertility and other reasons took place, there were 
only 4,457 eggs available for hatching. 

This was followed by a series of breaks in the electrical 
power used in running our incubator and brooders, caused by 
the reconstruction of the power line leading from Calgary to 
Brooks. Some of the power failures at this time were sq long as 
to allow both eggs and birds to become thoroughly chilled and 
our mortality rate was extremely high. It was possible to secure 
an emergency plant to take care of the eggs in the incubator, but 
the power requirements for twenty-nine brooders were far 
beyond the capacity of any available plant which could be 
obtained. 

There were few changes in the Game Regulations for 1948 
as compared with those in effect in 1947. In the big game section, 
caribou was closed because of the scarcity of this animal 
throughout its range in the northwestern part of the eastern 
slope of the Rocky Mountains. The season on sheep was reduced 
from the usual two months to one month due to the fact that the 
population of this animal was considerably reduced in certain 
areas following two very severe winters in the mountain areas 
with very deep snow. At the same time, the season on deer, 
moose and elk was reduced from the usual two months to a period 
of one and one-half months, this again was due to a reduction 
in the big game population occasioned by two very severe 
winters. 

The picture in connection with migratory birds, on the 
other hand, was good and bag limits were raised slightly. In 
1947 there was only one zone for the taking of migratory birds 
and in 1948 it was again decided to divide up the province into 
zones. Where for many years there had been three zones, north, 
central and south, a fourth zone was established in 1948 lying 
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south of highway No. 3 from the British Columbia boundary to 
Medicine Hat and highway No. 1 from Medicine Hat to the 
Saskatchewan boundary. 

As far as upland birds are concerned, they were still some¬ 
what scarce but it was possible to have a season on Hungarian 
partridge north of the North Saskatchewan River and highway 
No. 16 from Edmonton to the Saskatchewan boundary, for a 
period of three weeks with a bag limit of five per day. It was 
also possible to have a season on sharp-tailed grouse (prairie 
chicken), the province being divided into three zones with a bag 
limit of eight per day in the northern zone north of the North 
Saskatchewan River and highway No. 16; five per day south 
of this boundary to highway No. 11 to Red Deer and north of the 
Red Deer River to Drumheller and thence on highway No. 9 
to the Saskatchewan boundary. In the area south of highway 
No. 11 Nordegg to Red Deer and west of No. 2 highway from 
Red Deer to the United States boundary, the limit was placed at 
three per day, and the season reduced to ten days. 

Ruffed grouse and blue grouse were given a short season, 
and in the case of pheasants a three week season was established 
in the Eastern Irrigation District with a limit of three per day, 
and in the remainder of the province four separate days of shoot¬ 
ing were allowed with a bag limit of three per day. A further 
season of one week was allowed in the Eastern Irrigation District 
following the close of the regular season. 

The overall picture in connection with game within the 
province is fairly good. Most of our big game has had a tempo¬ 
rary setback but. should recover very rapidly. Our migratory 
birds are on the increase and our upland birds are definitely 
more numerous; bigger bags and longer seasons should be 
common in the near future. 


GAME BRANCH 

Report of Game Superintendent, D. E. Forsland 

In rendering this report on the operations of the Game 
Branch during the fiscal year ending March 31, 1949, it is a 
pleasure to report a steady progress, not only from the point of 
revenue collected for the Department, but also, in the improve¬ 
ment of the conditions and distribution of our wildlife. For the 
past several years there appeared to be a steady decline in the 
supply of game available to the sportsmen, but the season of 
1948-1949 shows a definite uptrend of all wildlife in the Province. 
This is particularly marked in the supply of game birds, both 
migratory and upland, and because of this increase in our game 
bird population it was possible to have an open season on prac¬ 
tically all of our upland birds. It is hoped that the low cycle in 
our upland bird population has passed and that the next few 
years will see a continuous increase. There is every reason to 
believe that the supply of birds will still increase for at least 
another two years. 

Big game, which was reported somewhat scarce, particularly 
in the species of moose, has also shown a definite increase. The 
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reports received from the Outfitters’ Association, the various 
guides, forestry personnel and the game officers all tend to indi¬ 
cate that big game, with the possible exception of caribou, shows 
a marked increase in number. 

The predatory situation is still reported as being bad, hunters 
and guides all complain of the prevalence of timber wolves and 
it has been reported that a considerable toll is taken of moose 
calves and deer fawns. 

There is, however, no doubt that conditions are improving 
steadily from year to year as more non-resident big game hunters 
have been frequenting this Province than in years past; and 
the revenue collected during the fiscal year under review is 
the largest in the history of the Game Branch. 

The review contained under the following headings will 
afford a clearer and more concise picture of the game situation 
as it existed in the Province during the fiscal year ending 
March 31,1949:— 


BIG GAME 

As stated at the beginning of this annual report, big game 
is definitely on the increase, with the possible exception of moose 
and caribou. From all reports obtained from hunters, outfitters, 
guides, forestry personnel and game officers there appears to 
be an increase in Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep and particularly 
in the supply of mountain goat. For several years the moose has 
been on the decline whatever the reason may be. There are a 
number of possible causes which will be dealt with later. 
Bighorn Sheep 

For several years past the bighorn sheep population in the 
Province showed a steady decline but from all reports there has 
been an improvement in this situation as the various hunting 
parties returning from the sheep areas report a considerable 
number of young sheep. It is true that the supply of animals, 
suitable as trophies, is not as plentiful as a few years ago, but 
there is definitely a great increase in the lamb crop. For a 
number of years the open season on bighorn sheep has been 
from the 1st of September until the last day of October. Con¬ 
sideration has been given to reducing the length of the open 
season on this animal in order to afford better protection and to 
allow the young lamb crop to grow uninterrupted. 

The male bighorn sheep is one of the big game animals 
which is prized very highly by our non-resident hunters. It is 
not hunted very extensively by our resident hunters but is 
hunted mainly as a trophy animal. 

Mountain Goat 

These animals are definitely on the increase. Reports obtain¬ 
ed from most sources of the sheep and goat area would tend to 
show that the goat population is quite plentiful. This is easily 
understood, because these animals are not hunted to any great 
extent by resident hunters but are hunted almost entirely by 
non-resident hunters as a trophy. Owing to the inaccessible 
places frequented by these animals they have been able to survive 
and increase over the years. 
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Deer 

The deer population has shown a steady increase throughout 
the Province, especially is this true in the foothills region. There 
is also a definite increase of deer throughout the farming areas 
further out on the prairies. Reports show that deer is plentiful 
up and down the Red Deer River valley, the Cypress Hills area 
and in the area north and east of Edmonton, such as the St. Paul 
and Vermilion districts. This big game animal has been able 
to continue increasing in spite of a certain amount of illegal 
hunting which is being carried on, particularly in the eastern 
portion of the Province. 

The deer which were moved from the area south of Pincher 
Creek to the district west of Olds a year ago are doing very 
well. These animals show quite an increase in number; frequent¬ 
ing the farms and more settled areas around Olds they have 
become quite tame. It would appear that the importation of 
these deer a year ago has turned'out to be quite a success. 

Elk 

The Province has a large supply of elk, and during the season 
under review, there has been practically no damage from elk. 
In previous years the damage to hay stacks and green feed by 
elk was quite extensive and occasionally elk had to be killed in 
order to protect the farmers’ hay or green feed. In order to control 
the steady increase of the elk herds in that area lying to the 
south of the Castle and Oldman Rivers (commonly referred to 
as the Pincher Creek Area) the hunters were allowed to take 
either a male or a female animal during the open season, whereas 
in the remainder of the open areas only male elk was allowed 
to be taken. 

Moose 

All reports received in connection with the moose population 
would tend to show a static situation and none of the reports 
received at this office would indicate an increase of moose; 
however, moose will migrate considerably and at the present time 
these animals are showing up in large numbers in the foothills 
region from Calgary south to the United States border. In 
previous years this area contained no moose and it is reasonable 
to believe that moose have gradually moved to some extent from 
the heavily hunted areas west of Rocky Mountain House from 
the Clearwater and Brazeau Forest Reserves to the closed areas 
in the more southern parts of the Province. It is rather difficult 
to form an opinion as yet as to what actually has taken place. 
The consensus of opinion is, however, that the number of moose 
has increased very slowly, if at all. Most hunting parties return¬ 
ing from their big game hunt in the fall of 1948 reported seeing 
large numbers of dry cows, but very few bull moose were sighted 
and very few calves. There seems to be a preponderance of moose 
cows for some reason or another, this could be caused by the 
following two conditions:—' 

Unlike the elk and the deer the moose is not a polygamous 
big game animal. In the fall of the year, during the breeding 
season, it is usual to see a family of a bull moose, a cow moose 
and perhaps a yearling calf travelling together. It is therefore 




64 


DEPARTMENT OF LANDS AND MINES 


rather reasonable to believe that the constant shooting of bull 
moose over a period of years would tend to so reduce the male 
moose population to cause large numbers of dry cows. 

Another possibility and a theory which is advanced by many 
of the guides is the killing off of the moose calves by the timber 
wolves thus causing a shortage of calf moose. 

Either one or perhaps both of these conditions may be the 
reason for the unproportionate number of dry moose cows found 
by the various hunting parties. 

Caribou 

During the season under review there was an entirely closed 
season on caribou. The reports received from all available sources 
were emphatic in their statement that caribou was very scarce. 
Most of the non-resident hunting parties and outfitters state that 
there is practically no caribou in that part of the Athabasca 
Forest Reserve lying to the east of the Smoky River. Apparently 
the caribou spend their summers in the higher mountains, and 
around the glacier districts in British Columbia, returning to the 
Athabasca Forest and lower elevation to feed during the winter, 
when the district is covered by heavy snow. There is no prospect 
for an open season on caribou in the near future. Considerably 
more information must be obtained about this big game animal 
before it is known what has caused its gradual disappearance 
from the Athabasca Forest Reserve. 

Antelope 

In the fall of 1948 a three weeks’ open season was declared 
on antelope in a small area in the south-east portion of the 
Province, comprising roughly Townships 1 to 7, inclusive, and 
Ranges 1 to 10, inclusive, West of the Fourth Meridian. The 
limited open season was declared because of the considerable 
increase noted in the antelope population during the spring and 
summer of 1948; a sharp contrast to the very bad year of 1947, 
when the antelope population was greatly reduced by the very 
adverse spring. 

It is felt by the Department that before a general open 
season throughout the Province can be declared on antelope, that 
a more extensive survey should be made dealing with the migra¬ 
tion of these animals to, and from, Montana, and Saskatchewan. 
A well planned survey would give the Department the required 
information as to the annual migration of these animals and the 
approximate number of antelope remaining in Alberta during 
any proposed open season. 

Bear 

In that area lying south of the Crowsnest-Medicine Hat 
Branch of the Canadian Pacific Railway grizzly bear is consider¬ 
ed a predator and can be shot at any time, by any resident with¬ 
out a license; in the remainder of the Province a license must 
be obtained to take grizzly bear. The exception in the southern 
part of the Province is to protect the numerous livestock being 
kept by ranchers in that area. 

Except within the limits of the Rocky Mountains Forest 
Reserve black bear may be taken at any time and without a 
license. 
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MIGRATORY GAME BIRDS 

During the spring of 1948 the Province of Alberta experi¬ 
enced a very late spring-breakup, actually this breakup did not 
occur until the middle of April, when warm weather set in 
suddenly causing severe flooding conditions and the most un¬ 
precedented run-off in years. This late breakup very definitely 
delayed the northern migration of the waterfowl; however, when 
the migration finally commenced the birds went north in great 
numbers. Throughout the summer the water supply remained 
good, particularly in the deeper and more permanent lakes. Some 
of the shallow sloughs dried up later in the season, but contained 
sufficient water during the early summer to allow most of the 
locally raised ducks to get on the wing and this prevented any 
perceptible loss from drought. In the fall, during the open season 
on migratory birds; i.e., in the latter part of September and the 
month of October, the supply of migratory birds was very 
plentiful. 

Accepting the opinion of the technical and administrative 
personnel of the Dominion Wildlife Service, the United States 
Wildlife Service and Ducks Unlimited, as well as our own game 
personnel, it was learned that there was a very decided increase 
in the migratory bird population throughout the Western Prov¬ 
inces, particularly in the northern portion of Alberta. With the 
very definite increase of migratory birds the complaints about 
crop damage caused by ducks also became numerous. The district 
known as the Eastern Irrigation District was particularly affect¬ 
ed by ducks which destroyed some of the irrigated crops, such 
as small fruits, peas and other garden produce. Later in the 
season the Dominion Wildlife Service issued a blanket permit to 
cover the Eastern Irrigation District, allowing farmers to shoot 
ducks causing destruction to their crops. 

In other parts of the Province special permits were issued 
to complainants in the usual way after investigations had been 
made either by Game Officers or the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police as to the severity of the damage. 

UPLAND GAME BIRDS 

All the species of upland game birds have shown a remark¬ 
able recovery, particularly is this the case in the sharp-tailed 
grouse and the Hungarian partridge. During the summer of 
1948 many favorable reports were received indicating that the 
migratory birds were definitely on the increase in numbers. In 
view of these favorable reports the Department allowed an open 
season on the sharp-tailed grouse, ruffed grouse, Hungarian 
partridge and ring-neck cock pheasant during a portion of the 
months of September and October. There is every indication that 
for the next two or three seasons these birds will show a steady 
increase before again declining in numbers. 

ALBERTA FUR PRODUCTION 

During the trapping season 1948-1949 Alberta trappers 
produced 2,639,971 pelts of various kinds. This is 671,674 more 
pelts than the number of pelts taken during the previous year. 
It is apparent from our statistics that the fur production in this 
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Province is gradually increasing year by year. It is regrettable 
however, that in spite of the increase of more than one-half 
million pelts taken over the preceding year that the returns to 
the trappers were reduced by $855,207.00 over last season. The 
total amount of money received by the trappers for their labour 
during the past year was $1,926,783.50. This drop, in the amount 
of money received by the trappers, was the result of the slump 
in the fur market in the spring of 1949. 

It would perhaps be appropriate to make some comment on 
the raw fur trade as it existed in the spring of the season under 
review. It can be readily seen by comparing the value of the 
various furs sold by the trappers this year and the value of 
the furs sold by trappers during the season 1947-1948 that there 
is a tremendous reduction in the prices obtained. Take as an 
example wild mink which this year brought an average price of 
$22.00 per skin and which a year ago brought $28.62 per 
skin; squirrels sold at $0.25 per pelt average as compared with 
$0.69 average during the season 1947-1948. Take our beaver 
for example, the average price during the season under review 
was $19.00 as against $31.80 per pelt the year previous. Also 
muskrat prices were down exactly $1.00 per pelt average. The 
spring of 1948 was particularly difficult for the fur trade, as it 
appeared that the traders were unable to find a market for the 
furs purchased from the various trappers during the winter. 
The manufacturers, who are the buyers of the furs produced in 
the Province, appeared reluctant to purchase a new stock of raw 
fur owing to the uncertainty of the fur market. Many of these 
conditions combine to reduce the profits made by the trappers 
from their trapping operations. 

REGISTERED TRAPLINES 

During the fiscal year the Department issued 2,905 Certifi¬ 
cates of Registration of Traplines. This is an increase of 66 
trapline registrations over the previous season and is the greatest 
number of registered traplines issued in any year since the 
Province commenced the registration of traplines. The Game 
Act states that registered traplines must be renewed not later 
than the 15th day of July prior to the trapping season and 
owing to many trappers neglecting to comply with this section 
of The Game Act it became necessary to increase the registration 
fee to $20.00 as on and from September 1st in order to avoid a 
congestion of complications in the office of the Game Branch, 
which would undoubtedly be the case if trappers were allowed 
to submit their applications on or about the opening dates of 
the trapping season. 

PREDATORY CONTROL 

Magpies and crows are noticeably decreased in numbers 
throughout the Province. The Alberta Fish and Game Associa¬ 
tion again carried out a program of payment of bounty for 
crows’ and magpies’ feet and it is hoped that these pests will 
eventually be brought under some sort of control. 

Bounty was paid on timber wolves and cougar killed during 
the period April 1, 1948 to March 31, 1949, in the amount of 
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$15.00 for timber wolves killed from April 1st to September 30th, 
and $12.00 per timber wolf killed during the remainder of the 
year. The bounty on cougar was $15.00 on any cougar taken 
throughout the year. 

Bounty was also paid on coyotes killed during the period 
April 1st to November 30th, 1948, at $5.00 per coyote. However, 
the bounty on coyotes was discontinued as on and from December 
1, 1948, as it was considered that the payment of bounty on 
coyotes was not a remedy to the problem of coyote depredation. 

GAME PRESERVES AND BIRD SANCTUARIES 

During the fiscal year ending March 31, 1949, the Province 
did not establish any new game preserves or bird sanctuaries. 

ENFORCEMENT 

It is noticeable that over a period of years the number of 
convictions obtained under The Game Act and the Game Regula¬ 
tions remains to a great extent constant, not only does the number 
of convictions fluctuate only slightly but it is found that many of 
the persons convicted of game infractions are habitual repeaters; 
i.e., it is found that they have been convicted at some previous 
date for an infraction of the Game Act. During the fiscal year 
ending March 31, 1948, the Game Branch obtained 235 convic¬ 
tions for various kinds of infractions of The Game Act and Game 
Regulations. This is a decrease of seven convictions from the 
previous year when 242 convictions were obtained. 

In connection with these convictions there is a great variety 
of articles confiscated to the Crown, such as illegal furs, guns, 
ammunition, traps, snares and other equipment including automo¬ 
biles, trucks, boats and outboard motors. All firearms and am¬ 
munition are turned over to the Attorney General’s Department 
for disposal. Other articles, such as confiscated furs, traps, etc., 
are disposed of by Public Auction and the proceeds from such 
sale form part of the general revenue of the Province. 

In enforcing the Game Act and Game Regulations the De¬ 
partment has at all times been given wonderful cooperation and 
assistance by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, and we wish 
to take this opportunity to acknowledge this very valuable co¬ 
operation. Our game officers are always assured of a very 
courteous reception and very valuable assistance whenever they 
call at any detachment of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police in 
connection with their work. 

In our game law enforcement work the game officers are 
constantly up against a very definite obstacle “lack of public 
cooperation.” Many times there is someone who has full knowl¬ 
edge of an infraction of The Game Act having been committed, 
but he feels that it is none of his business and that it is merely 
a matter for the game officers or the members of the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police to ferret out the offender and bring 
him to justice. The unfortunate part of this indifferent attitude 
lies in the fact, that those hunters who strive to obey our Game 
Laws are not giving their friends, the game officers, the assis¬ 
tance and help which they deserve. Too many hunters refuse to 
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report infractions even though such illegal hunting and poaching 
of fur is spoiling the sport for others. 

The territory allotted to each game officer is exceedingly 
large and it is, of course, impossible for him to be everywhere in 
his district at once. Apart from their regular duties of apprehend¬ 
ing persons who commit infractions of The Game Act our game 
officers have many other duties to perform of a purely admini¬ 
strative type. They have to check on the wildlife population and 
submit reports from time to time; kill predators, such as coyotes, 
cougar and wolves; live-trap beaver where these animals are 
causing damage to farm crops and other property; supervise and 
assist in the moving of deer and various types of big game from 
one part of the Province to another when it is found expedient 
that such moving of big game animals must be performed; help 
protect farmers’ and ranchers’ crops from depredations, not only 
of ducks and geese, but from the depredations of elk and deer. 
Further, game officers must be on hand to sell various licenses, 
such as big game licenses, game bird licenses, fishing licenses as 
well as issue permits for the export of big game trophies and 
furs, collect fur tax, compile maps of traplines as well as taking 
affidavits in connection with the payment of the various bounties, 
such as cougar and timber wolf bounty and many other such 
duties too numerous to mention. As can be seen from the above, 
our game officers are busy men and any assistance which the 
public can render them would make their work somewhat easier 
and more effective. It must be obvious that we cannot have 
wildlife conservation without adequate game law enforcement, 
the one being dependent on the other and both are part of our 
efforts to preserve for posterity some of the wildlife that we 
have with us today. 


SUMMARY 

In conclusion, the past year has been very successful from 
practically every point of view; not only from the point of 
revenue but also from the standpoint of conserving our natural 
resources of fur and game. 

As can be seen from the attached statistics there has been a 
steady increase in the number of pelts of furbearing animals 
taken by our trappers even though the amount of money realized 
is somewhat less than in the year previous. The Department 
has, of course, no control of the price realized by our trappers, 
because such price is more or less set by the world fur market 
and like any other commodity is governed by the supply and 
demand to some extent; however, the gratifying aspect of our 
trapping operations is that the trapper and the fur buyer both 
have the assurance that there will be a supply of fur for the 
trapper to take and for the fur trade to purchase. This, after all, 
is the most important feature of our conservation program. 

The sale of big game and game bird licenses has also shown 
a tremendous increase and the total revenue to the Province this 
year has reached an all-time high in the amount of $338,120.16, 
exceeding last year’s revenue by $51,000.58. 
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GAME LAW VIOLATIONS 
(For the period April 1, 1948 to March 31, 1949) 

Name Address Nature of Offence 

Alotte, Robert, Heinsburg, Selling muskrat without having pelts stamped. 

Anderson, Allan, Tofield, Hunting ducks without game bird license. 

Anderson, Lawrence, Tofield, Hunting ducks without game bird license; and using 


unplugged shotgun; shotgun confiscated. 
Applegarth, Joe, Hobbema, Hunting muskrats illegally. 
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Raisbeck, Wm,, East Coulee, Shooting game birds out of season. 
Rankin, M. C., Twin Butte, Making false affidavits. 

Rehn, William, Chip Lake, Unlawfully trapping muskrats. 

Reierson, Nels, Deer Hill, Shipping mink out of Province without export 
Richard, Dave, Normandeau, Purchasing fur illegally. 

Roder, William, Mannville, Unlawful possession of ducks. 

Runte, Henry C., Edmonton, Unlawfully hunting ducks. 

Schickerowski, Norman, Bashaw, Unlawfully hunting deer. 
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GAME LICENSES—‘PERIOD APRIL 1 


COYOTES—Killer 


LICENSED ALBERTA FUR FARMS 


2 GAME ACT, 194S 
CONFISCATED FURS 


Resident Fur Dea 
Non-Resident Fur Dealers’ Li 
Resident Travelling Fur Pure) 




1 REVENUE 


MUSKRAT AND BEAVER PERMITS ISSUED 

rat Permits Issued . 

rats Reported Taken . 3' 

x Permits Issued . 

x Reported Taken . 

BIG GAME ANIMALS KILLED BY NON-RESIDENT HUNTERS 
Grizzly Bear 
Black Bear 
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FISHERIES 

Report of the Superintendent of Fisheries, H. B. Watkins 

A review of the fiscal year ending March 31st, 1949, confirms 
a trend indicated in the last annual report for this division in 
respect to the commercial fish production for Alberta. The year’s 
total catch of commercial fish amounted to 7,222,901 pounds 
compared with 9,896,547 pounds for the previous year. This 
decrease of 2,673,646 pounds is mainly made up by the tullibee 
take which dropped 2,175,717 pounds by reason of a less intensive 
fishing effort by fishermen supplying the fur farm industry. 
Supplies of other varieties of feed for fur farmers together with 
a decline in the number of fur farmers has eased the demand 
for tullibee to some extent but the available supply of tullibee is 
not sufficient to meet the requirements at all seasons of the 
year. Costs of production and haulage charges make the overall 
cost of tullibee from any outlying lake prohibitive to many fur 
farmers, and, consequently a number of lakes which have hereto¬ 
fore supplemented the supply were not fished extensively. Lac 
La Biche, normally a large producer of tullibee, was nof fished 
during the year, pending recovery from the severe winter kill 
referred to in the last annual report. The decrease in production 
was less in whitefish, a mere 16,813 pounds, than in other species. 
Pickerel fell away from the previous year’s catch by 129,199 
pounds, pike 142,242 pounds and perch by 154,130 pounds. These 
figures are representative of a reduced fishing effort on the part 
of the industry rather than the potential availability of fish. 
Lower prices to the producer had the effect of curtailing fishing 
for the coarse varieties and a number of fishermen and operators 
were attracted to the newly established fishery at Great Slave 
Lake in the Northwest Territories and gave less time and effort 
to the smaller producing lakes in the Province. 

The market has shown a leveling off during the last two 
years and values were considerably lower on all varieties through- 
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out most of the year. The large production of fish from Great 
Slave Lake has had its effect on the market, and although the 
demand has been good, the shippers could not at all times find 
outlets in the fresh fish markets, and a large quantity of white- 
fish, in particular, were placed in cold storage at Chicago and 
other U.S.A. points. The industry in Alberta is fast approaching 
a critical period due to the competition of the new fishery at 
Great Slave Lake whose operators, for the most part, have had 
the foresight to appreciate the need for a quality product to 
compete successfully in the export markets. Present methods of 
handling, processing and packing of fish by the Alberta industry 
fall short of standards set by other producers of perishable foods. 
The lack of improvement in the handling of fish throughout the 
years is, perhaps, caused by the peculiar character of the indus¬ 
try itself and the men engaged in the fish business or the men 
chosen by the exporters to represent "them in the field. Very 
few of these men have had proper experience in the handling or 
packing of fish, and their object has been to obtain as large a 
quantity of fish as possible, regardless of quality. The men work 
on a commission basis for fish bought, hence, the less expense in 
packing, grading and culling of poor quality fish, the greater 
their profit. Quality is the key by which markets will be opened 
and maintained and the industry must, of necessity, take heed 
and present a quality product to the home and export markets. 

In line with a smaller production of fish for the year 
exports likewise show a decrease. Exports total 1,449,989 pounds 
of which 1,003,047 pounds were shipped to Chicago, Ill., U.S.A., 
and the remainder to New York and other U.S.A. centres and 
Canadian markets. A fact worthy of note and of particular en¬ 
couragement is the increased consumption of whitefish in Alberta. 
Home use of Alberta whitefish increased 89 per cent over the 
previous year which represents a total of 630,539 pounds. With 
greatly improved and enlarged handling and storage facilities 
it is not unlikely that Alberta could, in the future, consume its 
total whitefish production. However, whitefish exports for the 
year were 1,129,277 pounds or 304,380 pounds less than the 
previous year’s total. Exports of pickerel were down 215,112 
pounds', while perch and pike showed a decrease of 96,025 pounds 
and 63,522 pounds respectively. 

The number of licenses issued to commercial fishermen 
numbered 3,215, being 492 less than the previous year. This is 
accounted for by the smaller fishing effort already referred to 
in this report, the closure of Lac La Biche and fewer fishermen 
in the outlying areas of the province where low prices and high 
costs made many fishing ventures hazardous and uneconomic. 
The market value of fish for the year was $636,396.01, reflecting 
a decrease of $220,100.05. Domestic fishing for home consump¬ 
tion showed no significant change, an increase of only 11 licenses 
over last year. The sum of $16,776.31 was collected for royalties 
on fish as compared with the previous year’s $19,571.70. 

No exceptional change is noted in the number of prosecu¬ 
tions and confiscations. This year’s prosecutions were 76 and 
confiscations 70, as compared with the previous report of 83 and 
63 respectively. 
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In this report, attention has been drawn to the necessity 
for an improved quality product. The responsibility for any im¬ 
provement rests not only upon the industry itself but also upon 
the governments concerned. The quality of the inland fisheries 
product is of national concern because of its reflection on the 
reputation of all Canadian fish products both in the domestic 
and export markets. Inspection for quality of whitefish has been 
developed in recent years and it is understood that the Depart¬ 
ment of Fisheries (Dominion) intends to extend nationally its 
quality control program and include other species of fresh water 
fishes. Inspection is not only a screening device for removing 
unsuitable fish but also serves to improve the general quality 
through education of the industry. Administratively, certain re¬ 
sponsibilities fall upon provincial or federal authorities. Admini¬ 
stration of lakes and control of marketing within provincial 
boundaries, development of lake management programmes and 
lake surveys, are a provincial concern. On the other hand, 
inspection for interprovincial or international export is a federal 
responsibility. 


SPECIAL RESEARCH PROJECTS 

Under the direction of Dr. R. B. Miller of the University 
of Alberta, special research projects currently being carried on 
are:— 

(a) Efficiency of natural spawning in whitefish. 

(b) Triaenophorus control. This embraces several distinct 
projects which are all being currently pursued, viz: 

(1) Reduction of pike by rotenone poisoning (Square Lake). 

(2) Reduction of tullibee by overfishing. 

(3) Poisoning the free-living larval tapeworms (laboratory 
research at University of Alberta). 

(c) Management of whitefish lakes. 

(d) Taxonomy and life history of native cutthroat trout. 

(e) Recognition, habits and life history of the rainbow- 
cutthroat hybrid. 


SURVEYS 

Surveys of provincial waters have been conducted more or 
less regularly since 1941. To date, many of the important lakes 
have been covered and a good start has been made on the river 
systems. It is hoped to eventually cover, at least in a preliminary 
way, all the waters of the Province. A summary of the investiga¬ 
tions made during the year and the recommendations which 
suggest themselves from the data obtained are included herein, 
but, details of the investigations are omitted for the sake of 
brevity. 

McLeod River .—A brief survey of the McLeod River and its 
tributaries was made between Mountain Park and Peers. Some of 
the streams were given only brief study; a few entering the west 
loop of the McLeod were not seen. Sufficient information was 
gained, however, to evaluate the drainage as a whole. In addition, 
a visit was made to Obed Lake and Creek and a few tributaries 
of the Lobstick River. 
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In general, the McLeod streams fall into two categories; 
upper, clear streams, with fairly swift currents and rock beds; 
and lower, brown streams, with slow flow and mainly mud banks 
and bottoms. The tributaries of the west loop (Mill, McPherson, 
White) are somewhat intermediate between these two extremes. 
The Lobstick River and Obed Creek belong to the slow, brown 
category. The lower streams are Arctic grayling streams and 
support good breeding populations of this species. The grayling, 
however, do not grow very rapidly, due to low food supply. The 
poor food is probably due to flooding which causes silting and 
leads to low water over winter, with anchor-ice formation. The 
introduced rainbow do poorly and aggravate the low food condi¬ 
tion by competing with the Arctic grayling. 

The clear, upper streams were without native trout popula¬ 
tion. The introduced rainbow has flourished and spread, but 
fails to achieve appreciable growth. Specimens of legal length 
are seven years or more old and weigh only a few ounces. This is 
due to the very cold water and poor food supply. 

Three broad recommendations are made: 

(1) Plant no fish of any kind in the lower streams. A pre¬ 
liminary survey suggested attempting to establish brown trout 
in the lower streams. The present information shows these waters 
are too cold and too low in food for brown trout. If brook trout 
do well in the upper streams, two kinds of fishing should be avail¬ 
able Arctic grayling and brook trout. 

(2) Plant eastern brook trout in the clear upper streams. 

(3) Remove legal restrictions on length of rainbow trout to 
be retained by anglers. The restrictions should be left in force 
from Sundance Creek and downstream. 

Dogpound Creek .—This creek consists of about 65 miles of 
water, beginning north of Cochrane and running north into the 
Little Red Deer River. The upper half, ending at Beaverdam 
Creek, was the only portion examined. Of this half, the uppermost 
15 miles are the most important, the water is clean, but distinctly 
brownish; the beaver ponds are often murky with a transparency 
of only two or three feet. Maximum water temperatures were 
found to be 60-65°F. Although large numbers of bottom animals 
are present, they are small forms, and the total volume per 
square foot was only 0.8 cc. In the beaverdams a rich fauna of 
water bugs and diving beetles exists. This portion of the stream 
supports a good population of eastern brook and brown trout. 
Downstream, at the bridge east of Cremona, the water is about 
fifty feet wide, shallow, rocky and open. Temperatures here are 
some 10 degrees higher, possibly beyond the normal range for 
trout. Many dace and suckers are present here. The upper 
Dogpound is a warm, moderately rich stream, with plentiful 
deep quiet beaver ponds, ideal for brown trout. 

Wolf Creek (tributary to North Saskatchewan River). 
This stream was examined principally in the vicinity of Alder 
Flats. It is a slow, very brown stream and flows about 35 miles 
to enter the North Saskatchewan River. Beaverdams are numer¬ 
ous, resulting in deep, almost stagnant, very dark ponds. The 
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water was several degrees over air temperature at the time of 
survey and in normal summer weather this stream undoubtedly 
warms well over 70°F. Food supply is good but predominantly 
of warm-water animals. It appears that whereas Wolf Creek 
looks like ideal brown trout water, it probably becomes too warm 
for trout. 

Horseshoe Creek, a tributary of Wolf Creek, is a small very 
brown creek, covered with brush and dead-fall; the current is 
slow with a bottom of mud. Appears to be too small for serious 
consideration. 

Tongue and Bull Creeks (Highwood River tributaries). 
Tongue Creek consists of approximately 28 water miles of gentle 
stream which rises in the foothills and empties into the Highwood 
north of High River. It has an average gradient of 86 feet per 
mile and most of the drop occurs in the upper half. Four miles 
below its source it is about 12 feet wide, shallow, rocky, with 
rocks covered with slime and algae, flow very gentle, becoming 
muddy after fifteen minutes of light rain. The bottom food is 
poor, of small mayfly nymphs, caddis larvae and blackfly larvae. 
Tongue Creek appears too warm, dirty, and in the lower reaches, 
too polluted to be a trout stream. 

Bull Creek consists of about 7.5 miles of water entering 
the Highwood River just west of Longview. It is a fairly cool 
stream (60°F), 2 to 3 feet wide, with a brisk flow, gradient of 
80 feet per mile. It is very shallow, often just a trickle, and 
too small to be of interest as a trout stream. 

Battle and Gray burn Creeks (Cypress Hills). These streams 
were revisited for the purpose of obtaining specimens of rainbow 
trout. Both creeks were thickly settled by beavers, and their 
dams form a continuous chain of ponds, deep, brown and fairly 
still. They contain common suckers, as well as rainbow trout. 
Ten rainbow trout were examined; the three-year-olds averaged 
14.2 inches, 17V 2 ounces, a good growth and compares favorably 
with growth in Obed Lake. The range of ages indicates that the 
population is spawning, and that there is a natural reproduction. 
While these streams are supporting a rainbow population, the 
slow, quiet, brown water suggests that brown trout would do 
better. 

Willow Creek Drainage. A preliminary examination of 
parts of the Willow Creek drainage was made during the year. 
The parts of the drainage examined—North Fork, South Fork, 
Chaffen, Westrup, Trout and Lyndon Creeks—flow through fair¬ 
ly level country, with a thick, rich topsoil. These streams form a 
sharp contrast to the Bow River streams, which flow through 
mountainous country with very little topsoil. The Willow Creek 
streams are, as a result, much richer in food supply, and grow 
many more trout, much more rapidly. These beautiful trout 
streams are, however, subject to sheet erosion whenever and 
wherever the topsoil is denuded of vegetation. This leads to rapid 
silt deposition and eradication of bottom life. A careful watch 
should be kept on such things as cattle-salting localities, over- 
grazing and stream-side trails. 
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Muskeg Creek (Elbow River Tributary). The lower mile 
of Muskeg Creek was examined, and, unlike the Elbow River, 
the water is distinctly brown and the bottom rubble covered with 
silt. At the mouth the creek is 30 feet wide, shallow, stony and 
flows at about 1.4 miles per hour. The stream is liberally grown 
with willow and spruce, which provide an effective cover. A 
bottom sample in a riffle yielded only 0.2 cc. per square foot—a 
very small food supply. Cutthroat trout were very small, one to 
three ounces, and were in their second and third summers. This 
poor growth is to be expected in a stream with such a poor food 
supply. 

Conjuring Lake. This lake has an area of approximately 
540 acres, lies in township 48, range 26, west of the 4th Meridian, 
41/2 miles long and only a few hundred yafds wide, lying in a 
narrow valley. It is well protected from prevailing winds, the 
shore line is provided with reed patches and, at each end, grow 
dense beds of Meriophyllum, Potamogetons and yello'w pond lillies. 
The maximum depth is 37 feet and most of the lake is over 20 
feet deep. The shores slope steeply into the deep water. The 
plankton is rather poor, the bottom fauna only fair, and the fish 
small for their ages. It seems unlikely that it will support a large 
fish population, or stand up very well under angling pressure. 
Perch, pike, common suckers and spot-tail minnows were 
examined. These latter were heavily infested with the larvae of 
the tape-worm, Schistocephalus. Conjuring Lake is definitely 
limited in productivity by the stagnation conditions in its deeper 
waters and possibly by the rocky nature of the bottom. 

Battle Lake. Lies in Township 45, Range 2, West of the 
5th Meridian; has an area of approximately 1% square miles. 
Like Conjuring Lake, it lies in a long, narrow valley, about five 
miles long and from 600 to 800 yards wide. A maximum depth of 
44 feet was found in the centre of the northwest end. Most of the 
lake is from 29 to 40 feet deep, the shores sloping steeply to the 
water. Battle Lake is a victim of its morphology; its shape pre¬ 
vents the proper wind-action needed to aerate its waters. The 
resultant stagnation seems to have doomed the lake to rather 
low productivity. Fish will doubtless always be available, but 
not likely in great quantities. Whitefish, burbot (ling), pike and 
the common sucker were examined. No manner of effecting an 
improvement suggests itself. 

Buck Lake. This is an attractive body of water, about 
12 square miles in area, lying in rolling, wooded country, in 
Township 46, Range 6, West of the 5th Meridian. The shore line 
is mainly muddy, but a few sandy beaches occur. The deepest 
water found was 39 feet, the central area of the lake being most¬ 
ly over 30 feet deep. The shores slope fairly gradually into the 
deep water. The bottom is largely of rich black mud, with a 
rocky bottom found in the bay on the east shore. Seine hauls 
around the shore revealed an enormous population of perch, 
burgot, pike, spot-tail minnow and five-spined sticklebacks. 
Whitefish and pickerel are also abundant in the lake. The growth 
of whitefish is remarkably good and the annual production is 
very large for the size of the lake. 
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Buck Lake is a small, shallow eutrophic lake, exceptionally 
productive in all aspects. The bottom fauna and plankton are un¬ 
usually rich, and fish production, both in quantity and variety, 
is remarkable. The enormous production in the lake is building 
up its bottom at an accelerated rate. The abundant plant growth 
is drawing on oxygen reserves in winter. When the lake has 
become only a little shallower it is not unlikely that winter-kills 
will be frequent and the fish production fall off. 

WATER STABILIZATION 

Of considerable importance to this division has been the 
programme for stabilization of lake levels instituted by the 
co-operative efforts of Ducks Unlimited, the Water Resources 
Branch and this department. For a number of years grave 
concern has been felt over the declining water levels of a 
number of our northern lakes and the damage to the fishery 
accruing through exposed or shallow spawning grounds, oxygen 
depletion and winter-kill of fish. Dams of a suitable type were 
constructed during the year at Utikuma Lake, Calling Lake, 
Fawcett Lake and Lac La Nonne. In addition to these, other 
dams were constructed, but no mention is made of them here 
since their relative importance to fishery management is small. 

DISTRIBUTION OF FISH 

A total of 841,817 trout and perch were distributed to 
various streams and lakes throughout the year. Of the different 
species, 61,020 cutthroat were planted in the Bow River and 
Oldman River watersheds; the drainages of Waterton River 
and Oldman River received 90,407 rainbow trout; Loch Leven 
trout to the number of 54,150 were stocked in the river systems 
of the Clearwater, Red Deer and North Saskatchewan; 
249,440 speckled trout were planted in tributaries to the 
Bow River, McLeod River, Clearwater River, Red Deer River 
and the waters of Cold Lake. Nineteen lakes were stocked 
with perch to the extent of 851,800 yearling or adult fish. A 
detailed statement giving particulars of the various plantings is 
included in this report. 

Angling in trout waters is becoming more popular year by 
year. Seasonal angling permits issued numbered 11,832 and 
limited permits 1,151. This is representative of an increase since 
194T of 88 percent and 224 percent respectively. Although 
angling pressure in some sections is intense and consistent 
throughout the season, it has been gratifying to note that creel 
returns have for the most part been satisfactory. Angling for 
what is commonly known as the coarse varieties of fish, such as 
pike, pickerel and perch, has also shown a marked increase; 
and it is estimated by observers that we have at least 20,000 
residents who enjoy this sport, free of charge. 
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TROUT DISTRIBUTION 1948 


CUTTHROAT 


Oldman River: 
Willow Creek 
North Willow C 


Bow River: 
Highwood 




Number of 
Yearlings 



Sheep Creek . 

Prairie Creek (Sheep) . 

Fish Creek 

Jumping Pound Creek . 

Little Jumping Pound Creek. 


Prairie Creek .. 


10,400 


l’,000 


RAINBOW 


Waterton River: 

Butcher Creek . 

Carpenter Creek . 


Oldman River: 

Mill Creek . 

Livingstone River 


Crowsnest River 


Castle River . 

Beaver Mines Creek 
Buck Horn Dams ... 


Cyr Creek . 

Pincher Creek .... 
Lyndon Creek .... 
Beaver Lake . 

Crowsnest Lake .. 

Island Lake . 

Burmis Lake . 

Spring Lake (N. 
Lang Dam (S. 
Lang Lake (N. 


9,988 

270 


12^000 


Clearwater River: 

Schrader Creek . 

Clear Creek . 

Red Deer River: 

Little Red Deer River .... 

Raven River . 

South Raven River . 

North Saskatchewan River: 
Wolf Creek . 


LOCH LEVEN 


Horseshoe Creek 
Prentes Creek .... 

Rasmunson Creek 
Chambers Creek 

Tishner Creek .... 
Shunda Creek . 

Frisco Creek . 

Trapper Creek .... 


2,500 



EASTERN BROOK 


Number of 

Bow River: Yearlings 

Big Hill Creek 500 


White Creek : 


McNiel Creek 
Whitehorse Creek 


Number of 
Yearlings 
Embarras River 
Dummy Creek 


Clearwater River: 
Alford Creek 6,000 




Cold Lake: 


200,000 Eyed Egga 


LAKE TROUT 


TOTAL DISTRIBUTION OF TROUT 


Cutthroat . 

Loch Leven . 

Eastern Brook .. 


249,440 


Total 
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ALBERTA FISH EXPORTS 
FISCAL YEAR 1948-49 

EXPORTS TO CANADIAN MARKETS: 



EXPORTS TO CHICAGO MARKETS: 



EXPORTS TO NEW YORK MARKETS: 
Whitef jsh 


EXPORTS TO MISCELLANEOUS U.S. MARKETS: 
Whitefish . 


RECAPITULATION: 


eight in Pounds 
.. 266,980 



13 L140 

133,090 
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Mining Lands Administration 

REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF 
MINING LANDS 
H. H. Somerville 

The exploration and development for oil greatly increased 
during 1948, the increase being primarily due to the rapid 
development of the Leduc field and the search for similar fields 
in the Province. The tonnage of coal produced was approximately 
the same as that for the previous year but an increase in value 
per ton gave a corresponding increase in revenue to primary 
producers. 

Footage drilled during 1948 established a new record with 
1,663,687 feet or 315 miles of hole. This was practically double 
the 1947 total of 882,358 feet and four times the footage for 
1946. The production of petroleum set a new record for the 
Province exceeding the previous record year of 1942 by 800,000 
barrels. 

The production and value of Alberta’s chief minerals for 
1948 were as follows : coal, 8,111,013 tons, valued at $41,875,044; 
petroleum, 10,973,583 barrels, valued at $35,127,751; natural 
gas, 61,034,698 Mcf., valued at $3,051,735; and salt, 34,231 tons 
valued at $342,310. 

Mineral rights, solid, liquid and gaseous, the property of 
the Crown in the right of the Province, are not sold, but are 
disposed of by lease, reservation, permit, or grant for limited 
periods of time. Revenue is obtained from fees, rentals, bonuses, 
royalties and sales of leases. During the fiscal year these sources 
provided $13,894,752.76, being almost as much as the total for 
the previous ten fiscal years. 

In August, 1947, the Province adopted new regulations re¬ 
quiring the establishment of Crown reserves of at least equal 
acreage to areas granted under petroleum and natural gas 
lease and more than half of the revenue of the Division was 
derived from sales of leases comprising such Crown reserves, 
particulars of which are included in this report. 

The most important discovery of the fiscal year was made 
at Redwater where Imperial Redwater No. 1 Well located about 
35 miles northeast of Edmonton found the D3 coral reef at 
3,105 feet, subsequent coring and testing disclosed oil bearing 
porosity 146 feet thick. The well was acidized and on October 1, 
1948, placed on production with an open flow potential of 1,795 
barrels of 35° A.P.I. oil daily. Step out wells completed north¬ 
west and southeast of the discovery gave the field a proven 
length of 10 miles. Indications are that this represents the 
largest known reservoir of crude oil in Canada. Nineteen wells 
were on production in the field at March 31, 1949. 

West of the Woodbend township, Imperial Schoepp No. 1 
gave indications that another major discovery had been made. 
After finding evidence of production in the D2 zone, the hole 



DEPARTMENT OF LANDS AND MINES 


found an oil bearing D3 zone over 500 feet thick. Oil is similar to 
that found at Leduc and while the test on open flow will 
undoubtedly exceed anything in the history of the Province, 
the test had not been made at the close of the fiscal year. 

The condensate discovery well of Canadian Gulf Oil Com¬ 
pany south of Pincher Creek was completed at a total depth of 
12,516 feet after extensive tests. Indicated daily potential of the 
well is 43,000,000 cubic feet of gas and 1,500 barrels of distillate. 
Source of the flow is the Madison limestone, principal producing 
formation at Turner Valley and source of the wet gas at 
Jumping Pound. 

At Barrhead, northwest of Edmonton, a large flow of gas 
and some heavy crude were obtained in a section of Madison 
limestone. As only one well has been completed, it is not possible 
to make an estimate of the extent of the discovery. 

A well drilled at Bon Accord was a D2 zone discovery 
when it found an oil bearing section 25 feet thick 20 miles 
northeast of Edmonton, but water is included in the oil recovery. 

Alberta’s prolific gas producing formation, the Viking Sand, 
yielded its first commercial production of crude oil at Superior- 
Joseph Lake No. 1 Well, about 20 miles east of Leduc. The light 
sulphur free crude was found in a seven foot section from 3,263 
to 3,270 feet. 

In August, 1948, a well northeast of the Leduc field found 
light crude in commercial quantities in the Blairmore formation, 
a lower Cretaceous sandstone. Six wells obtained production from 
this pool. At Whitemud, northeast of the Leduc Cretaceous pool, 
an exploratory well flowed oil from the same horizon during a 
drill stem test. 

Two wells in the Lac La Biche area encountered strong flows 
of natural gas from the Viking Sand. A well near Hanna found 
a strong flow of wet gas in a lower Cretaceous sand. Other gas 
discoveries were made in the lower Cretaceous at Boyle, east 
of Athabasca, and in an upper Cretaceous formation north of 
Nisku. 

A number of new interests joined in the search for oil and 
during the fiscal year two hundred and ninety-six reservations 
were granted comprising 20,312,326 acres. The holder of each 
reservation is required to conduct some type of geophysical 
examination or drill a well or wells, so by the time the reserva¬ 
tions terminate, expenditures on a large scale will have been 
made. The number of geophysical parties consequently increased 
and 84 licenses were issued in the fiscal year. 

During the year, 2,528 applications for mineral rights 
were made at the offices of the Mining Recorders at Edmonton, 
Calgary and Peace River which required the preparation of a 
similar number of files for the Division. Several inquiries were 
made as to the availability of mineral rights mostly for petroleum 
and natural gas leases or reservations, by personal application 
and by correspondence. The Division dispatched a total of 32,118 
letters during the fiscal year under review. 

The natural resources of Alberta were transferred from 
the Dominion Government to the control of the Government 
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of Alberta on October 1, 1930, and the following tabulation 
shows the numbers and acreages of the various leases issued 
from that date to March 31, 1949. 

MINING LAND LEASES 


Type of Lease 



TOTAL 




ACREAGE CONTAINED IN ABOVE LEASES 


Type 



,065 

',587 


1,802 133,979 3,264,211 


STATEMENT OF BUSINESS TRANSACTED, 1948-49 
PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS 


Number Acres 



TOTAL . $13,018,440.20 


COAL 



TOTAL . $ 824,327.74 
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QUARRYING 




MISCELLANEOUS 



ASSIGNMENTS REGISTERED 



Petroleum and Natural Gas 

Development of Leases. —Credit of not in excess of 50% of 
the approved expenditures incurred in geophysical examinations 
including drilling on petroleum and natural gas reservations may 
apply to the rental for one year of any lease or leases acquired 
out of the reservation. With the amendment and consolidation 
of the petroleum and natural gas regulations on March 29, 1948, 
the application of credit to lease rentals for other years was 
discontinued but rentals falling due before that date were still 
subject to satisfaction from credit. During the fiscal year under 
review, rentals due the Province amounting to $3,422,694.27 
were satisfied from such expenditures. The total revenue received 
in cash for fees, rentals and bonuses was $2,353,063.69 which 
added to the expenditures accepted in lieu of rentals makes a 
total of $5,775,757.96. 

Disposal by Public Tender. —Bonuses amounting to $51,- 
022.45 were accepted during the fiscal year at sales by public 
tender of petroleum and natural gas rights. 

Disposal of Crown Reserves. —One hundred and twenty-five 
parcels were sold during the fiscal year, particulars of which 
are included in this report. 


CROWN RESERVES PURCHASED IN 
WOODBEND AREA 
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CROWN RESERVES PURCHASED IN 
WOODBEND AREA (Continued) 

Cash Purchase 
Price 
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CROWN RESERVES PURCHASED 
ELSEWHERE IN ALBERTA (Continued) 





Imperial Oil Limited 
Imperial Oil Limited 
Imperial Oil Limited 
Imperial Oil Limited 
Imperial Oil Limited 
Imperial Oil Limited 
Imperial Oil Limited 
Imperial Oil Limited 
Imperial Oil Limited 
Imperial Oil Limited 
Imperial Oil Limited 
Imperial Oil Limited 
Imperial Oil Limited 
Imperial Oil Limited 

Imperial Oil Limited 

Imperial Oil Limited 
Imperial Oil Limited 
Imperial Oil Limited 
Imperial Oil Limited 
Pacific Petroleums Limited 
Imperial Oil Limited 
Imperial Oil Limited 
Calmont Oils Limited 
Calmont Oils Limited 
Pacific Petroleums Limited 
Imperial Oil Limited 
Imperial Oil Limited 



$334,021.46 
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Number and Area of Leases .—During the year, 8,892 
petroleum and natural gas leases were granted covering 2,851,- 
492 acres and at the close of the fiscal year, a total of 5,490 
leases were active containing an area of 8,087,825 acres. 

Reservations .—With the amendment and consolidation of 
the regulations on March 29, 1948, no applicant may hold more 
than two reservations each to comprise not in excess of the 
available Crown rights in four and one-third townships. Each 
reservation must be held by the original applicant until its 
termination and extension fees following December 31, 1948, 
cannot be satisfied from expenditures incurred. Two hundred and 
ninety-six reservations were issued under these regulations dur¬ 
ing the year, covering an area of 20,312,326 acres. At the close 
of the year, 341 reservations were active, containing an area 
of 23,739,049 acres. 

Coal 

In the fiscal year, 96 leases were issued containing 36,221 
acres, being made up of new and renewal leases. There are now 
465 active leases comprising 157,065 acres. 

During the current fiscal year the following quantity of 
coal, subject to Crown royalty, was mined: 



Crown royalties collected on coal mined in Alberta since 
April 1st, 1907, are as follows: 


CROWN ROYALTIES COLLECTED ON COAL 



TOTAL . *8,234,125.91 


* Date of transfer of Alberta’s natural resources from federal to provincial control. 
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Permits for Domestic Use .—Permits to mine coal on Provin¬ 
cial lands by strip-mining methods for domestic use may be 
issued to actual settlers on payment of a fee of one dollar and 
royalty at the rate of ten cents a ton. Each permit expires on 
March 31st following its date of issue. During the year, 4 
permits were issued authorizing an extraction of 66 tons, none 
of which could be bartered or sold. 

Quarrying 

Five quarrying leases were issued and three renewed during 
the fiscal year for removing gravel from the bed of the North 
Saskatchewan River, one was issued and one renewed on the 
Oldman River. Three leases totalling 120 acres were renewed 
near Chisholm and one lease was issued on five acres near Hines 
Creek. Extraction of 482,491 cubic yards of sand and gravel and 
358,240 tons of limestone and shale from Provincial lands were 
reported for the calendar year of 1948. 

At the close of the fiscal year, 74 leases were active 
containing an area of 1,587 acres. 

Permits. —Sand, stone and gravel permits are issued on 
the beds of rivers and lakes at a fee of $2.50 and a royalty of 
five cents a cubic yard, and expire on the 30th day of November 
following the date of issue. In this fiscal year, 32 permits were 
issued for the extraction of 106,900 cubic yards. 

Dredging 

No dredging leases were issued and the two issued the 
previous year on the McLeod River in the vicinity of Peers were 
cancelled. 


Quartz 

Fifteen new claims were recorded during the fiscal year. 
The claim in the Drumheller district for the recovery of bentonite 
was continued, and royalty of $34.77 was paid representing 
21 / 2 % of the value of the bentonite recovered. 

The four quartz leases covering 181.8 acres issued by the 
Department of the Interior are still active. 

Placer 

Two placer grants were issued during the year on the 
Athabaska River, one on the North Saskatchewan River and one 
on the Sand River. 

Sodium Chloride (Common Salt) 

This fiscal year the salt plant operated by Industrial 
Minerals Limited at Waterways, reported extraction of 23,712 
tons of salt and the Alberta Salt Company Limited commenced 
production at its plant near Lindbergh in July, 1948, and pro¬ 
duced 10,850 tons. 

A summary appears showing the salt production by fiscal 
years. 
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SALT PRODUCTION 


Special Permits 


Tons Produced 


^508 



2M66 

34,562 


One annual permit for the collection of bitumen issuing from 
an old well in the Peace River district was again renewed. 
Collection of 632 gallons was reported during the year under 
review. 


Drilling Statistics 

The drilling and production of petroleum and natural gas 
wells in the Province are administered by The Petroleum and 
Natural Gas Conservation Board, 514 Eleventh Avenue West, 
Calgary, Alberta, and particulars as to drilling activity, produc¬ 
tion and statistical data are included in weekly, monthly and 
annual reports issued by the Board. 





SUMMARY OF OIL PRODUCTION IN ALBERTA BY CALENDAR YEARS 
QUANTITIES IN BARRELS OF 35 IMPERIAL GALLONS 
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Technical Division 

Report of the Superintendent of the Technical Division 
T. W. Dalkin 

In October, 1930, a small group of people, some transferred 
from the Dominion Civil Service and some from the Provincial 
Civil Service, were given temporary desk space on the upper 
floor of the Land Titles Office in Edmonton because on October 
1st, 1930, the Dominion Government no longer controlled the 
resources of the Province of Alberta. These civil servants with 
the agency staffs throughout the Province continued to dispose 
of the lands and minerals according to the terms of the federal 
legislation in force at that time. 

This period, as quoted from the first annual report of the 
Department of Lands and Mines, “demanded not only a con¬ 
tinuance of administration, free from complications or confusion, 
of the various divisions of the Department, but also the installing 
of an efficient system, which would be suitable and necessary 
for the new Provincial Control.” 

To do this it was necessary to bring a man from Ottawa to 
direct affairs. It was essential that he be a man of broad experi¬ 
ence, unusually well versed in Government procedure and law and 
who knew “all the answers.” That man was Mr. John Harvie, 
who with tireless energy and a keen insight into the requirements 
of the future became the first Deputy Minister of Lands and 
Mines and also as history records the last Deputy Minister of 
this Department. 

Today in 1949 the big and sprawling Department of Lands 
and Mines, whose administration reaches into every nook and 
corner of the Province, with its soaring and what are considered 
even today, almost startling revenues, stands as a tribute, as to 
how well he succeeded by his sound judgment and wise counsel 
with his Ministers, under whom he served since the' inception of 
the Department of Lands and Mines down through the years to 
March 31st, 1949, when by legislation enacted, the Department 
of Lands and Mines passed out of existence to be replaced by two 
new Departments, the Department of Lands and Forests and the 
Department of Mines and Minerals. 

This report, therefore, ending March 31st, 1949, is the last 
one issued by the Department of Lands and Mines. 

There seems to be no abatement in the demand for the 
natural resources administered by the different Branches of the 
Department and this is reflected in the general activity of the 
Technical Division. 

A greater acreage of land under various classifications was 
patented in the amount of 136,568.7089 acres, more or less, as 
against 129,374.829 acres, more or less, for the previous year. 
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Particulars of the various classifications and number of notifica¬ 
tions are as follows: 



DETAILS OF SALES IN SUBDIVISIONS WHICH ARE INCLUDED 
IN THE 182 NOTIFICATIONS REFERRED TO ABOVE 

Notifications No. of Lots No. of Blocks 



SUBDIVISIONS INCLUDED IN THE 128 NOTIFICATIONS ISSUED 
UNDER SCHOOL LAND SALES 

Notifications No. of Lots No. of Blocks 
McLennan Townsite—1394 E.U. 2 3 2 


TOTAL NUMBER OF NOTIFICATIONS ISSUED COVERING 
LOTS AND BLOCKS IN SUBDIVISION 


Sales, School Land . 

Total 

Total No. of Notifications issued giving area 
Exchange of Minerals . 


635 
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Notifications designated above as special grants include two 
new Indian reservations to which reference was made in last 
year’s report. 

These reservations are for the Sunchild and O’Chiese Indian 
bands and are located north-west of Rocky Mountain House on 


PLAN 

«SjxcHm/ru^ 


LANDS SET ASIDE FOR PROPOSED INDIAN 
RESERVES SUBJECT TO A SURVEY UPON 
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the Baptiste and Nordegg Rivers and south and west of where 
the Brazeau River joins the North Saskatchewan River. These 
special grants convey the minerals as well as the surface rights 
over an area of approximately 47,200 acres. 



Whilst on the subject of Indian reservations it should be 
reported that some years ago representations were made on be¬ 
half of the Upper Hay River bands of Indians in Northern 
Alberta for additional lands. Certain lands have been provision¬ 
ally selected but so far only the Bushe River Indian reserve No. 
207 and the Moose Prairie Indian reserve No. 208 have been 
surveyed and the question of granting patent to the surface and 
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the mineral within the limits of these reserves will be given 
attention in the forthcoming year. 

Included in this report is a key plan showing the approxi¬ 
mate locations of these proposed reserves, but no further action 
can be taken until the surveys have been made by the Dominion 
Government. 

Provisional reservations have, however, been entered in our 
records. 

It should also be noted that there is a proposed reserve lying 
to the east of Peace River adjoining the west boundary of Lubicon 
Lake, as yet unsurveyed. 

In addition another reserve has been surveyed for the Wabi- 
skaw band of Indians adjoining South Wabiskaw Lake in the 
vicinity of Townships 79 and 80, Ranges 25 and 26, West of the 
4th Meridian. The question of granting title for this particular 
reserve is now receiving the attention of the Department. 


TAX RECOVERY AND REVESTED LANDS 



SPECIAL AREAS 

On May 12th, 1948, an Order in Council was passed whereby 
the Department of Municipal Affairs would be responsible for the 
administration of all lands in these areas as from June 1st, 1948. 
However, as a matter of convenience to the Department of 
Municipal Affairs, this Division continued to carry through cer¬ 
tain transactions that were pending, such as the exchanges of 
lands, particulars of which are as follows: 
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The relentless search for oil is dominant and more companies 
than ever before have applied for rights of entry onto Crown 
lands under the Arbitration Board. Close contact and co-operation 
is kept with the Board and all plans of survey are checked by 
this Division so that they will meet our requirements, before 
acceptance by that Board. 

Licenses of occupation are on the increase for power trans¬ 
mission lines as is evidenced by the activities of the major power 
companies in our Province and even the broad Saskatchewan 
River cannot stop the march of progress for pipelines were laid 
across its bed and oil began to flow towards the wheels of indus¬ 
try in record time. 

Plans of survey were also checked in order to grant rights 
for reservoir sites, drainage ditches, wharf sites and hauling 
roads. 


LOGGING ROADS 

It is not so long ago that lumber companies created a pattern 
of trails throughout the open spaces of our Province for the 
development of their timber berths in order to connect with 
transportation and so bring the lumber to the markets. With the 
rapid settlement on the land, due in a great measure by the 
Veterans of World War II and also the civilians, these open 
spaces are disappearing so that it was necessary a few years ago 
to inaugurate a policy whereby all lumber companies using 
Crown lands for the development of the timber berths must 
apply for a license of occupation, the rental for which is only 
nominal. 

These roads can only be regarded as temporary until the 
lumber from the timber berths has been exhausted and under the 
circumstances the departmental requirements were cut down to 
a minimum. Due to the difficulty of obtaining the services of 
surveyors and the temporary nature of the roadway it was de¬ 
cided that the Department would not insist upon a survey but 
would accept a plan from the operators showing the approxi¬ 
mate location of the logging road. Occasionally difficulties are 
encountered particularly when the logging roads of different 
companies are in close proximity and it has been known that 
whilst the plans submitted by different companies showed dif¬ 
ferent locations of the logging roads, actually upon the ground 
only one logging road exists. There is no doubt that lumber com¬ 
panies have for some time been using the Crown lands without 
establishing any rights to the logging roads and it is only in some 
cases when other lumber companies appear on the scene that 
application is made to establish'rights on the logging roads. 

In order that this Division may have a true picture of the 
situation, plans are now being prepared showing all the logging 
roads for which licenses of occupation have issued. These will 
be eventually forwarded to the Forestry Branch so that informa¬ 
tion can be obtained on the ground by the fieldmen of any opera¬ 
tions that are being conducted over lands for which no permis¬ 
sion has been granted by this Department. In this way it is 
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hoped that this Division can set up a complete set of records 
regarding this particular activity. 

The demand for lumber still continues and licenses of occu¬ 
pation have been issued for many logging roads to timber berths 
located in various parts of the Province. 

FORMER BUFFALO NATIONAL PARK 

Reference was made in last year’s report that owing to the 
fact that this park at Wainwright was no longer necessary for 
the preservation for buffalo it was abolished. Due to the fact 
that the Dominion Government held title to certain areas within 
the original park boundaries it was necessary to negotiate with 
Ottawa and it now can be reported that the Province has secured 
title to these lands. At the present time the Department of 
National Defence’s requirements are being given consideration 
and plans and descriptions have been prepared as a basis of 
negotiation to lease certain additional areas of this former park 
for military purposes. 


NEW SURVEYS 
Addition to Willingdon Townsite 

In 1947 the officials of the Village of Willingdon appointed 
a surveyor to survey and execute plans of an addition to this 
townsite on account of the increasing demand for land at this 
location. When the surveyor presented the plans for approval it 
was pointed out to him by this Division that the Village of Will¬ 
ingdon did not own the land and had no authority to give instruc¬ 
tions for such a survey. Under the circumstances it was neces¬ 
sary for this Department to take over the survey commenced by 
the Village, but owing to the fact that the Village survey incor¬ 
porated into the subdivision land belonging to a private indivi¬ 
dual, who refused to have his land form part of the survey, it was 
necessary to redesign the system of the survey. This has now 
been accomplished and the plans of survey registered in the Land 
Titles Office under No. 1329 H.W. The lots shown upon this new 
subdivision plan are now available to the public. 

Incorporated on this new subdivision plan was also a large 
recreational area for community purposes, an area comprising 
10 acres for an addition to the existing school site and other 
valuable parcels of land in the form of acreage. 

Twp. 77-24- W. 5th Mer. 

As the Department of Public Works’ surveyors were in this 
locality on roadway surveys we were fortunate enough to get 
surveyed certain sections in this partially surveyed township. This 
township is broken by the Smoky River and it was necessary to 
traverse the westerly boundary of this River. The latest report 
was that the plan of surveys was in course of preparation. 
Drumheller 

There has been in existence for many years a most undesir¬ 
able squatter situation which seems to grow worse as the years' 
go by and which will become even more difficult to even try to 
get any semblance of orderliness that will comply with good town 
planning if and when the services of an Alberta Land Surveyor 
becomes available. The next best thing that could be attempted 
was to have an official of this Division proceed to Drumheller 
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and make a survey of the situation as it exists upon the ground. 
A somewhat exhaustive survey was made and plans prepared 
showing the locations and zig zag fences that have been erected. 
With these plans was prepared an exhaustive report giving the 
names of the squatters, the areas of the land, and how the land 
was being utilized. Most of the land was being used for residential 
purposes and some for commercial purposes whilst it was reveal¬ 
ed that absentee landlords were also reported. With this informa¬ 
tion it is hoped that a temporary expedient will be reached where¬ 
by all squatters will be approached to take out permits upon this 
Crown land and pay a rental commensurate with the areas of the 
land and the purposes for which it is being used. 

The areas surveyed are the 

E.y 2 , 10-29-20 W. 4th Meridian (Newcastle) 

N.W.M and S.%, 28-27-18 W. 4th Meridian 

L.S.’s 8, 9, 10, Sec. 29-27-18 W. 4th Meridian (East Coulee) 

At the latter point most of the squatters have built their homes 
on what is shown upon registered plan as River Drive. These 
squatters should never have been allowed to build on what 
is a public roadway and as East Coulee is a hamlet under the 
circumstances this situation was drawn to the attention of the 
Department of Municipal Affairs. 

Squatters at Philomena, Twp. 71, Rge. 1, W. Uth Mer. 

Another bad squatter situation still exists at the above 
location and on account of the comparatively few registered Al¬ 
berta Land Surveyors, all of whom have more work than they 
can cope with, there is nothing that can be done to remedy this 
situation at the present time. 

The demand for land is very much in evidence especially 
for the unsurveyed areas in the Peace River country. Until these 
areas and other lands throughout the Province are surveyed it 
is most unfortunate that further settlement upon these lands 
by a fine type of Albertan will be retarded. 

It should be recorded/however, that very determined efforts 
have been made to obtain surveyors, whose services seem to have 
been absorbed by the major oil companies of this continent to 
make the necessary surveys in the relentless search for oil. So it 
seems that while exploration is in the ascendancy, the Depart¬ 
ment cannot lure surveyors out into the wide, but not open spaces, 
to survey tracts of land for new settlement. 

ROADWAYS 

This year only 19 plans of survey of road diversions were 
received from the Department of Public Works and which plans 
affected 53 quarter sections of Crown land. 

MINERAL RECORDS 

In anticipating the creation of the new Department of Mines 
and Minerals a very determined effort was made by the Tech¬ 
nical Division on the township plans showing the freehold and 
Crown minerals. It is very gratifying to report that 779 Town¬ 
ships were completed, and this constitutes a record number for 
any one year. There is no doubt that this record is in a measure 
also due to the unprecedented demand for reservations by the 
oil companies. 
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NEW MAPS 

Redwater 

A new map of the Redwater Oil Field was designed and 
published, and this along with some very creditable maps of other 
fields and records will form a good foundation for the new 
Department of Mines and Minerals. 

8-Mile Map of the Province 

Reference was made last year to the delays and disappoint¬ 
ments in the publication of our 8-mile map of the province. It 
was necessary for an official of this Department to visit Winni¬ 
peg in order to clear up certain technical difficulties and cor¬ 
rections with our lithographers. This expedited the publication 
of the map and 2,225 copies arrived in April of this fiscal year. 

It is acknowledged a very fine map and due to its large size 
is published in four sections, namely the Northeast, Southeast, 
Northwest and Southwest quarters of the Province. Each section 
sells for 50c or a total of $2.00 for the full map. If mounted the 
current price for the map is $8.50. 

The map is printed on a white background with all the 
section and township lines shown in light blue. The township 
and range numbers are in red as are also all the main highways. 
All the railways are shown in black, as well as all cities, towns, 
villages, hamlets and post offices. 

In addition to the foregoing the map also shows the Forest 
Reserves, National Parks, Indian Reserves, irrigation canals, 
locations of ferries, Hudson’s Bay Company posts, settlements, 
radio stations in Forest Reserves, commercial radio stations, 
principal airports, Provincial Parks, elevations in feet above sea 
level and Dominion Government telegraph lines. A map was 
published by this Division last year which showed the Provincial 
land withheld from settlement, particularly those lands unsuit¬ 
able for agricultural purposes. During the course of the year 
it was found necessary to revise the boundaries in certain areas 
and under authority of O.C. 497/49 the plan was revised. 
35-Mile Map of the Province 

The 35-mile map of the Province has been a very useful 
and economical publication. This map was produced in connec¬ 
tion with the Surveyor-General’s Department of the Depart¬ 
ment of Mines and Resources, Ottawa. As our stocks of this 
map were depleted it was found necessary to revise it and bring 
it up to date. Again through the kind co-operation of the 
Surveyor-General’s Department 5,000 copies of this very fine 
map have been received. It measures approximately 16” x 24” 
and sells for only 15c. 

DOMINION GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 

This Department continues to collaborate with the Do¬ 
minion Government so that all proofs are checked of all new 
publications and revised additions in order to bring them right 
up to date. At the present time the Ottawa presses are going at 
full speed and still are unable to keep us supplied with revised 
publications of the maps that are out of print. There are quite 
a number that are not available and as the lack of these pub¬ 
lications is causing us a certain amount of embarrassment in 
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not meeting the requests of the oil companies this unfortunate 
situation is being discussed with Ottawa. The particular pub¬ 
lications that are out of print are known as “sectional sheet 
maps”, which are drawn upon a scale of 3 miles to the inch. 
Some of these maps are being reprinted but as Ottawa is issuing 
a very fine series of new topographical maps to take the place 
of these sheet maps it is debatable with Ottawa whether to re¬ 
issue these publications that are out of print or proceed to issue 
the new topographical series in lieu thereof. 

The demand for our maps is still on the increase due to 
the acceleration of the exploration of our oil resources. 

Requests for our maps are received from many places out¬ 
side of Canada, and it is gratifying to report that many letters 
and also verbal compliments have been received from the officials 
of the oil companies expressing surprise at the general high 
quality of our maps. 

A type of map that is now greatly in demand is our series 
of township maps drawn upon a scale of 40 chains to the inch. 
Large quantities of these maps have been sold, particularly to 
the oil companies, who find them of great use in exploring the 
surveyed portions of the Province. A number of these town¬ 
ship plans are now out of print and as this report is being 
written discussions are proceeding with Ottawa in order to 
ascertain if a reissue of these out-of-print maps can be obtained. 
In the meantime, the situation is being met by photostating the 
plans that are not in print. 

AERIAL SURVEYS 

From time to time this Division has made reference to 
aerial surveys and advocated the setting up of an air photography 
library in order to meet the increasing demand for more and 
more information regarding our Province. To a certain extent 
Ottawa can supply this information, but exploration is now 
reaching out to unchartered areas to such an extent that serious 
consideration should be given to the adoption of these modern 
methods of rapid survey and make the information by photo¬ 
graph and the plans compiled therefrom available to all for the 
general development and welfare of our Province. 

In this report is a map showing: 

1. Areas that have been photographed. 

2. Ottawa’s program for 1948. 

3. Proposed aerial program for 1949. 
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GENERAL DRAUGHTING AND LEGAL DESCRIPTIONS 

There is a steady flow of this class of work passing 
through the Division which at times is difficult to absorb due 
to the fact that there appears to be no available experienced 
draughtsmen which we can obtain to supplement our present 
staff, and it would seem that they must have been lured away 
by the oil companies that have invaded our Province. 

Juniors are being trained, but this is a slow process when 
the work requires draughtsmen of experience. It is to be hoped 
that the situation will be remedied in the not too distant future. 
In the meantime we are thankful for our photostat machine, 
which whilst it cannot be looked upon quite as a draughtsman 
it nevertheless enables this Division to cut down on a great 
deal of tedious draughting. 

Work from all Departments is put through this machine, 
which although taxed to the limit at times by employing extra 
shifts, it still nevertheless is able to cope with government 
requirements. 

Our mimeograph machine, which is the part-time duty of 
one of our girls, continues to meet all requirements. 

MINERAL TAXATION 

With the discovery of Imperial Oil Limited No. 1 Well in 
the Redwater area and which was brought into production on 
the 26th of October, 1948, and the bringing Into production of 
wildcat wells, the taxation fields and producing areas continue 
to expand and the revenues from this source continue to climb. 

Under the Mineral Taxation Act there are two kinds of 
taxes, one for the producing areas and one for the non-producing 
areas, or as it is sometimes known as the acreage tax. 

A glance at the revenue set out hereunder would show that 
since the inception of the Mineral Taxation Act in 1941 there 
has been a steady climb almost every year in both sets of taxes, 
with the revenues from the non-producing areas being greater 
in each respective year than the revenues from the producing 


Non-Produci 
$ 50,588.5 


231,062.*{i 

294,039.5 



92^783l29 
160,126.13 


565i943‘97 


$1,920,963.97 

This year, however, is an exception and for the first time 
the revenue from the producing area is greater than the revenue 
from the non-producing area and for the first time the total 
amount of the combined taxes exceed over half a million dollars. 

Mineral Tax Certificate fees amounting to $125.50 were 
received during the fiscal year, but not included in the above 
table. 

At the Session just concluded, certain amendments were 
made to the Mineral Taxation Act of 1947 in order to simplify 
the procedure whereby the Crown may acquire minerals for 
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non-payment of taxes. At the previous Session to the last one, 
the Act was revised whereby it was necessary to notify, by 
registered mail, all encumbrances that appeared upon the title 
covering the minerals, the taxes for which were in default. 
This procedure is now no longer necessary and whilst the de¬ 
linquent registered owner is notified by registered mail, complete 
details, including the name of the registered owner, the location 
of the minerals and the type of minerals must appear in the 
Alberta Gazette before the Crown can proceed to take title to 
minerals for non-payment of taxes. Under the Mineral Taxation 
Act of 1947 the Crown can acquire minerals under two 
procedures: 

(a) By voluntary transfer to the Crown by 
the registered owner. 

(b) For non-payment of taxes. 

Hereunder are details of the type of all minerals and the 
areas that have been vested in the Crown through the above 
procedures up to the present time: 
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LIST OF MINERALS OBTAINED THROUGH VOLUNTARY TRANSFER AND NON -PAYMENT OF MINERAL TAX 
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The most impressive set of figures in the list of minerals 
obtained through voluntary transfer can be found under the 
heading of “All Coal” from April 1st, 1948, to March 31st, 1949. 
This covers an area of 698,831.90 acres which were transferred 
voluntarily to the Crown by the Canadian Pacific Railway Com¬ 
pany on the presumption of course, that there was little or no 
coal of commercial value underlying the various lands so 
transferred. 


UNEARNED INCREMENT TAX 

The revenue from this source still continues to climb and 
an examination of the details which appear hereunder of the 
taxes received shows that the revenues from the assignments 
of the petroleum and natural gas leases and the assignments 
of the cultivation and grazing leases were almost the same. 
It will be noticed that no taxes were collected on a large pro¬ 
portion of the petroleum and natural gas lease assignments 
possibly due to the fact that employees of the various oil com¬ 
panies acted as agents, which necessitated the assignment of 
the leases to the companies for no consideration. Nevertheless, 
the revenue from the assignment of such leases shows a con¬ 
siderable increase over last year. 

Similarly, there was a large increase in revenue over last 
year from the assignments of cultivation and grazing leases, 
which was due to the assignments of leases by large ranching 
interests in full or in part to new ranchers and to ranchers 
wishing to acquire larger holdings to accommodate the increase 
in their herds. 



457 550 


$43,491.89 
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ASSIGNMENTS REGISTERED 
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Accounting Division 

REPORT OF THE ACTING SECRETARY-ACCOUNTANT 
A. McCALLUM 

A surplus of $15,775,044.95 on Income Account was shown 
for the fiscal year ending March 31st, 1949, as compared with 
$3,681,496.80 for the previous year, an increase of $12,093,548.15. 

Net Revenue amounted to $17,360,429.11, an increase of 
$12,309,691.72. Main increases and decreases were as follows:— 


Game Act: 

Game Licenses . 

Lands and Grazing: 

Homestead Leases. I<< 
Cultivation Permits, J 
Land Patent Miscella 
MINERAL TAXATION A( 
Mining Lands: 

Coal Fees, Rr- 1 - 
Coal Royalty- 
Petroleum an 
Petroleum an< 
Purchase Pri 
Mining- Misce 

School Lands: 


ral Gas Royalty ... 


>1 Land Coal Royalty .. 


EAST SLOPE RESERVES: . 




Gross Receipts from all sources amounted to $24,491,345.78, 
as against $7,752,823.80, for the fiscal year 1947-48. 

Expenditure on Income Account for the year under review, 
amounted to $1,585,384.16, an increase of $216,143.57. Particu¬ 
lars of expenditure may be found in Statement “D”. 

Salaries showed an increase of $128,665.61 over the previous 
year. 

Firefighting costs amounted to $87,129.48, and the amount 
paid as bounties for destruction of pests was $79,157.80. 

Under the Government’s policy of entering into agreements 
for the clearing and breaking of land in the Wanham district 
of the Province, an amount of $412,233.87 was disbursed. 

An agreement was entered into between the Dominion and 
the Province in which it was agreed to the establishment of 
the “Eastern Rockies Forest Conservation Board.” As provided 
under the agreement, maintenance expenditure for the year 
under review amounted to $146,838.14, while capital expenditures 
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were $332,575.72. Under the terms of the agreement the Province 
was reimbursed for all capital expenditure. 

Expenses of a Royal Commission appointed under Order-in- 
Council 1275/48 to enquire into the reserves of natural gas in 
the Province, amounted to $27,302.02. 

Under “The Crown Cultivation Leases Act” and “The Graz¬ 
ing Lease Taxation Act”, the Department refunded to the taxing 
authority $238,436.48. Refunds in the amount of $42,721.39 were 
made to the taxing authority under “The Tax Recovery Act.” 

As at March 31st, 1949, there were 21,319 Accounts Receiv¬ 
able which were made up as follows:— 



There were 2,801 accounts cancelled, closed or paid in full, 
and 6,506 new accounts were opened. 


Index to Statements 

A. —Statement of Receipts from all Sources. 

B. —Statement of Receipts—Income Account. 

C. —Statement of Receipts—Capital Account. 

D. —Statement of Expenditure by Appropriations and Character. 

E. —Statement of Receipts—Agricultural Advances. 

F. —Statement of Receipts—Special Areas and Special Districts. 

G. —Statement of Net Receipts by Branches. 

H. —Statement of Receipts—School Lands. 

I. —Alberta School Lands Trust Fund. 

J. — Alberta School Lands Sales — Revenue Account. 

K. —Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for Nineteen-Year 

Period 1930-1949. 

L. —Statement of Receipts by Branches for Nineteen-Year 

Period 1930-1949. 

M. —Yearly Net Revenue Expenditure and Surplus on Income 

Account. 
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STATEMENT A 

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS FROM ALL SOURCES 
From April 1, 1948 to March 31, 1949 



$24,491,345.78 $4,602,969.02 $19,888,376.76 
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STATEMENT B 

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS INCOME ACCOUNT 
From April 1, 1948 to March 31, 1949 

Gross Receipts Refunds Net Revenue 


INCOME ACCOUNT 

Fisheries Act: 

Angling Permits ... 

Boat Licenses . 

Fisheries Royalty . 
Fishing Licenses ... 
Miscellaneous . 

Game Act: 


Lands and Grazing: 
Homestead Leases .. 
Cultivation Rentals, 


and Natural 

Rentals . 

and Natural 


School Lands: 


UNEARNED INCREMENT TAX 45,58: 

EAST SLOPE SURFACE 

RIGHTS REVENUE 135,24< 

CLEARING AND BREAKING PROJECT: 

Seed Grain Interest . 

Miscellaneous: 


TOTAL INCOME ACCOUNT 


$ 345,204.86 


Lar 

Cle; 

See 




STATEMENT C 

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS CAPITAL ACCOUNT 
From April 1, 1948 to March 31, 1949 


Principal .$ 

1 Breaking Project— 

Principal . 


$ 33,414.26 $ 208.71 $ 33,205.66 
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Government of the Province of Alberta 
LANDS AND MINES DEPARTMENT 

EXPENDITURE CLASSIFIED BY APPROPRIATIONS AND CHARACTER 
For the Year Ended March 31, 1949 
INCOME ACCOUNT 



CAPITAL ACCOUNT 
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STATEMENT E 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS 
AGRICULTURAL ADVANCES 
From April 1, 1948 to March 31, 1949 



To Statement F. $2,230.45 $ 


STATEMENT F 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS 


SPECIAL AREAS AND SPECIAL DISTRICTS 
For the Year Ending March 31, 1949 





Note: Special Areas Tax Accounts transferred to Department of Municipal Affairs May 


Administrat 

Department 


STATEMENT G 

STATEMENT OF NET RECEIPTS BY BRANCHES 
For the Fiscal Years Ending March 31, 1948 and March 31, 1949 


INCOME ACCOUNT: 


East Slope Surfac 


CAPITAL ACCOUNT: 


Clearing and Breaking Project- 

Seed Grain Principal . 

TRANSFERRED TO OTHER DEPARTMENTS ... 

SCHOOL LANDS TRUST FUND . 

SPECIAL DISTRICTS . 

SPECIAL DISTRICTS AGRICULTURAL 
ADVANCES 

SPECIAL AREAS . 

UNAPPLIED RECEIPTS CARRIED FORWARD: 

Purchase of Improvements on Homestead 
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STATEMENT H 

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS—SCHOOL LANDS 
From April 1,1948 to March 31, 1949 


Receipts 


Refunds 


INCOME ACCOUNT: 

Interest on Sales .$ 

Grazing Rentals, Fees, etc. 

Hay Fees, Dues, etc. 

Cultivation Rentals, Fees, etc. 

Surface Rentals . 



!96 


TRUST ACCOUNT: 

School Land Sales Frincipa 


$1,230,109.31 


STATEMENT I 


ALBERTA SCHOOL LANDS TRUST FUND 
Balance Sheet—March 31, 1949 



Unpaid principal on school land sales: 

(a) Not due 309,302.71 

(b) Due or in arrears . 84,109.77 393,412.48 


$12,161,564.94 


STATEMENT J 

ALBERTA SCHOOL LANDS SALES—REVENUE ACCOUNT 
From April 1, 1948 to March 31, 1949 

Arrears Interest as at March 31, 1949 .$ 21,603.79 $ 

. . 10,454.72 

. 16,695.57 

lies . 1,265.27 


t Written Off— 


$ 32,058.51 $ 32,058.51 
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STATEMENT OF MINING LANDS REVENUE BY FISCAL YEARS RECEIVED BY THE PROVINCE FOLLOWING OCTOBER 1, 1930 
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Registration Division 

Report of the Registrar, C. B. Kenway 


Work in this Division has proceeded very satisfactorily dur¬ 
ing the past year. Although there was a further reduction in the 
amount of incoming mail from that received during the previous 
year, the spare time thus created by the reduction, was readily 
utilized in splitting files and records for the two new Depart¬ 
ments of Lands and Forests and Mines and Minerals. Similarly, 
files and records had to be split for lands in the Special Areas 
which were transferred to the administration of the Department 
of Municipal Affairs. 

Long before the 1st of April, 1949, when the new depart¬ 
ments came into being, the records and files were ready for 
these two departments. However, at the time of writing the 
separation of Special Areas files had not yet been completed to 
the point where it is no longer necessary to “back-check”; even 
though the work was progressing satisfactorily. 

The incoming and outgoing mail always provides a good 
barometer of business transacted, and in this connection, the 
mail figures for the past year are given in Table I, together with 
the figures for the previous year for comparison:— 


TABLE i 

NUMBER OF LETTERS RECEIVED AND MAILED FOR THE 
YEAR 1948-49 IN COMPARISON WITH THE PREVIOUS YEAR 1947-48 



TOTAL . 195,576 175,644 349,727 266,656 545,302 442,299 


Monthly 


29,144 22,221 45,442 36,858 


The above table shows a reduction in both the incoming and 
outgoing mail over the previous year, being particularly notice¬ 
able in the outgoing mail. The reduction in the mail from the 
post-war peak of 1946-47 is clearly shown in the graph on the 
next page, and in line with the writer’s prediction in the report 
of that year. 


RECORDS 

The Records section’s work for the past year has not changed 
considerably from that of the previous year. The extra time saved 
by the transfer of the Special Areas to the Department of Mu¬ 
nicipal Affairs was readily utilized in extra checking and re¬ 
writing of records. 

During the past two years requests for standings have been 
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quite numerous, which is a good indication that the township 
records are being consulted before any dispositions are made. 

There was an increase in the number of forestry reserva¬ 
tions, 526 being entered during the past year against 488 for 
the previous year. Similarly, applications for timber berths in¬ 
creased from 163 in 1947-48 to 190 for the year under review. 

Decreases were noted in the number of assignments register¬ 
ed, 439 against 516, and in the case of notification for patents, 
635 against 878, the larger figures in both cases, being the 
figures for 1947-48. 

Only 10 township registers were transcribed, as one of 
the transcribers spent the greater part of her time in routine 
entering. 

Much work has yet to be done on the registers to the point 
where the writer considers them satisfactory. It is not possible 
within a few years to change a set of books and pick up the 
errors, omissions and revisions accumulated in three-quarters 
of a century. 


MICROFILMING 

Two-hundred and fifteen films were exposed in the Recordak 
in the photographing of files. This was sixteen more than were 
used in either of the two previous years. 

It is regretted that the larger commercial Recordak machines 
are not available, as the model used is limited in its daily 
capacity. As soon as a commercial model can be imported it is 
recommended that one be obtained, as the capacity of such ma¬ 
chine is about double that of the present model. 

In order to provide additional vault space, over 100 cabinets 
of photographed files were destroyed. These files had been held 
pending further instructions on their disposal. With the inception 
of the new Department of Lands and Forests, files will be de¬ 
stroyed weekly as soon as the developed film is checked against 
the original. 


FILING 

Long before the splitting of the Department had been 
officially announced, steps were taken in the filing section to 
mark the Kardex cards that would have to be separated from 
the general index, if such a split occurred. Thus, by September, 
six months before the inception of the new Department of Mines 
and Minerals, the cards required by them were set up and 
handled as a separate unit until their transfer at March 31st. 

The transfer of the Special Areas files to the Department 
of Municipal Affairs, has been an arduous job, as they were 
incorporated into the filing system as an integral part of the 
land files, and not handled as a separate unit, as were the 
mining files. Although the work has progressed slowly, but 
satisfactorily under the circumstances, it has retarded consider¬ 
ably the work of changing the old cards to the new in the 
Kardex files. 
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A comparison of the new files opened for the past and 
previous years is shown in Table 2: 

TABLE II 

NEW FILES OPENED FOR THE YEARS 1947-48 AND 1948-49 
WITH THE TOTAL NUMBER OF FILES AS AT MARCH 31, 1948 



With the transfer of the Special Areas to the Municipal 
Affairs, the writer was loaned to that Department to complete 
various construction details in connection with the Youngstown 
project. Considerable time was spent between the months of 
June and September at Youngstown. On completion of the water 
line from the Town of Youngstown to the Special Areas Build¬ 
ings, about the middle of September, no further assistance was 
required. 

It is a pleasure at this time to thank the staff for their 
co-operation and loyalty in carrying out their everyday duties, 
which at times have not been easy, in a spirit of cheerfulness 
and perseverence. 







